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Former student
arraigned for
threats against GV

Students face larceny
charges; felonious
assault dropped

Blaine Cronn, 19, stood
in court Wednesday for
threatening to commit
act of terrorism

High school, GV students soon to be charged
with motor vehicle larceny from Oct. 25

By Lauren Fitch

charges were dropped.
Investigators are still waiting
GVL Staff Writer
for warrants to be issued, therefore
More than the usual celebratory
cannot release suspect names.
activities occurred on Homecoming
“This is a complex case involving
night as the Grand
a lot of activity by
Valley State University
these individuals in
“This is a complex
Department of Public
one night," said Capt.
Safety responded to
case involving a lot
Brandon
DeHaan,
reports of larceny from
assistant
director
of
of activity by these
a motor vehicle and
DPS.
felonious assault.
individuals in one
At 7:40 p.m.on Oct.
Investigators
25, officers received
night.”
determined
three
a
call
reporting
visiting high school
suspicious activity in
students
and
two
Lot D.
BRANDON DEHAAN
GVSU students were
In the parking lot,
DPS ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
involved in the larceny
police
discovered
from a motor vehicle,
clear evidence a car
and the GVSU student
had been broken into
arrested for felonious assault with
and purses and a camera stolen from
weapon has since been released
it.

GVL Staff Writer

By Lauren Fitch

The student who made threats
against Grand Valley State University
students and faculty earlier this
semester was arraigned Wednesday
morning at the
Ottawa
County
58th District Court
on charges of
making a terrorist
threat.
The
suspect,
19-year-old Blaine
Cronn, appeared
before
Judge
Kenneth
Post _____
to face charges
defined as knowingly threatening
to commit an act of terrorism with
the intent to intimidate a civilian
population, according to Michigan
law.
Terrorism is considered a violent
felony and is punishable by up to 20
years in prison and a $20,000 fine.
Cronn, of Cedar Springs, Mich.,
is being charged for a threat issued
on Oct. 2. The Grand Rapids Press
received a threat on Oct. 14, but
investigators will not reveal the
number
of
threats made
“(Cronn)
or how long
didn't have
they
were
continued.
the means
Cronn’s
or intent to
parents
and
his attorney,
carry out the
David Dodge,
threats.”
accompanied
him to the
BRANDON
arraignment.
DEHAAN
When
DPS ASSISTANT
Post
asked
DIRECTOR
Cronn how he
would like to
plead. Dodge
answered they were planning to meet
with the prosecutor immediately
after the arraignment and hoped a
trial would not be necessary.
Cronn has no prior criminal
record.
He is currently involved in
rehabilitation at Pine Rest Christian
Mental Health Services and is no
longer enrolled at GVSU.
“(Cronn) didn’t have the means or
intent to carry out the threats,” said
Capt. Brandon DeHaan, assistant
director of the Department of Public
Safety.
However, lack of intent or
capability is not a defense against
terrorist charges, according to the
Michigan Anti-Terrorist Act.
Cronn was released after his
parents paid the 10 percent of
the$5,(XX) bond.
A trial date will be set if necessary
after the meeting between the
defendant and the prosecutor.
Ifitch @ Ion thorn .com

GVL / Pete Tabberer

Case site: Parking Lot D is where a motor vehicle larceny and felonious assault occurred on Oct 25.

Through interviews of witnesses
and further investigations, officers
narrowed their list of suspects and
determined alcohol had been a
factor.
The suspects used the stolen
money to purchase alcohol and pay
for lodging for the visiting high
school students.
Later that night, officers received
another call about suspicious activity
involving the same students.
The suspects were threatening

the witnesses who helped the police
officers.
An unrelated third party stepped
into the incident and pulled a knife,
warning the suspects to leave the
area.
Police arrested the weapon carrier
and ordered the high school students
to leave campus.
Witnesses later told police the
assailant was acting to protect them.
Police dropped the charges and
See Larceny, A2

Stop signs added to fatal crossroad
Local intersection
where GVSU student
was killed soon to
become four-way stop
By Katie Wendt

EX3BDBB

GVL Staff Writer

The intersection of 36th Avenue and
Bauer Road, where Grand Valley Suite
University student Brad Doane was killed
almost a month ago, will become a four
way stop.
Ottawa County Road Commission
members decided to add two more stop
signs at the intersection after the two
vehicle crash that killed 19-year-old Doane
on Oct. 27.
Fred Keena, the traffic engineer on
the Ottawa County Road Commission,
said the commission made its decision to
implement a four-way stop after reviewing
the crash history at 36th Avenue and Bauer
Road.
He added he does not see the addition of
the stop signs posing any potential problem
with people not recognizing the change.
“We put up a number of advance
warning signs with flags and a barrel in
the road, so it is well marked," Keena said.
"People should not be running the stop sign
on Bauer Road."
The two-way stop intersection has been
the location of many accidents in the past
two years, he added.
“There was a pattern of accidents,
mostly right-angle type crashes that could
have been prevented with a four-way stop.”
Keena said.
In 2006, four car accidents occurred at
the intersection, and in 2007, the number of
See Intersection, A2

GVL Archive / Kim Miller

Safety additions: Two more stop signs will be added to the intersection of 36th Avenue and Bauer Road, where GV student Brad Doane was killed on Oct 27.

A chat with Grand Rapids’ mayor
By Ellen Hensel
GVl. Staff Writer

Now in his second term. Mayor George K.
Heartwell has led the city of Grand Rapids
in internationally-recognized "green" efforts
and has overseen a period of rapid economic
development, even through the current instability
of the Michigan economy. The Lanthom sat down
with Heartwell to discuss the city’s sustainability
efforts and Grand Rapids' relationship with Grand
Valley State University.
Lan thorn: What is the role of a public
institution like GVSU in an area like Grand
Rapids?
Heartwell: To put a little larger context on it.
Grand Valley has been a wonderful partner with
the city in other public and non-public entities
around the whole question of sustainability. We
contracted three, four years ago with Grand Valley

to help develop the city's first sustainability plan.
To put in place for us a set of indicators, to help
us develop an implementation plan and we tapped
deeply into the expertise and the resources of the
university.
I have a sustainability director for the city of
Grand Rapids and GVSU has a director. They are
joined at the hip working very closely together
under the Community Sustainability Partners
organization. It has about 180 members that
include businesses, higher education, government
organizations and non-profit that arc all part of
this Community Sustainability Partnership. The
requirement for membership is that everybody
has to develop a sustainability plan so if you are
a member of this collaboration we are all using a
common framework so that we can begin to find
work that we can do together and through the
partnership.
GVSU has played a key role in that providing a
leadership including coming up with an equitable

purchasing program and a measurement tool
that they have helped for the partnership. Grand
Valley brings to the community their knowledge,
expertise, research capabilities and have really
helped to make this area.
hinthorn: Has GVSU changed the landscape
of the city, and if so, how?
Heartwell: At a very obvious level, GVSU
has a significant physical presence, not only
the Allendale Campus but the downtown (Pew)
Campus. There is a physical presence here, and
so that has an impact on our area. It has economic
impact, as faculty and staff are employed here
and contribute to the economy. In addition, it
is interesting to see the statistics that President
(Thomas J.) Haas has regarding the high
percentage of students that stay in West Michigan
when they complete their studies.
See Mayor, A2
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Community-centered: Grand Rapids' Mayor George K
Heartwell dedicates his time along with other volunteers on a
Saturday morning last fall to clean up trash along the Grand
River Heartwell is in his second term as Grand Rapids mayor
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Federal bailout for nation's automakers suspended
Senate’s top Democrat calls off planned vote this week on
$25 billion auto industry bailout; Big Three future in limbo
By Paul LeBlanc
GVL Staff Writer

Hopes for a financial bailout
of the beleaguered American
automobile industry were dashed
this week as the White House and
congressional Democrats could
not reach an agreement on what
mechanisms were best suited to
extend assistance to the ailing
Big Three automakers.
Though President George W.
Bush and Democratic leaders
in Congress both agreed on the
need to extend assistance to the
faltering automobile companies,
neither side would budge on their
respective proposals for how the
government should finance such
a bailout.
Democrats
in
Congress
pushed for authorizing $25
billion in new loans to the car
companies, to be culled from the
$700 billion Tarnished Assets
Relief Program funds passed by
Congress last month to assist the
financial industry.
Senate Majority leader Harry
Reid said he wanted to figure
out some way to help Detroit’s
struggling Big Three but called
off the planned vote, effectively
stalling any efforts to revive the
failing Big Three.
The suspension by Congress to
pass any bailout measures in this
last session of the year means the
automobile industry will not be
eligible for any federal assistance
until the newly-elected Congress
begins its first session on Jan. 6

cut tens of thousands of jobs in
of next year.
However, a bipartisan group is attempts to decrease operating
working to develop some sort of costs.
an aid package, and if agreement
I Tie ef fects of these job cuts
can be reached. Reid said the have been felt all across the state
Senate could still vote on it as of Michigan.
part of a second deal to extend
Grand Valley State University
unemployment benefits.
sophomore Jacob Parsons, who
This leaves the industry in a asked to have his last name
precarious position.
altered for identity reasons, said
In hearings before Congress his father, a General Motors
this week, chief executives of employee for the past 27 years,
the Big Three automakers and lost his job abruptly this month
the president of the United Auto when it was announced the plant
he works at in
Workers all
Walker. Mich,
pleaded
for
“Because of the
was slated to be
federal funds
closed.
current turmoil in
to avoid an
General
industry
the banking industry,
Motors
has
collapse.
been
unclear
Dan
no bank is willing
as to when the
Wagoner,
to lend to (the car
plant will shut
chairman
its doors, and
and
chief
companies).”
Parsons
said
executive
PAUL ISELY
his
father’s
of
General
GVSU ECONOMICS
employment
Motors, the
PROFESSOR
situation
has
nation's
been
left
largest
automaker, said the company uncertain.
“He doesn't know if he’ll be
may not survive the year’s end.
All projections about federal working for another month or
funding for the Big Three have another week,” Parsons said.
Some politicians, most vocally
cast General Motors as the
company in most dire need of Sen. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.),
have stated the automobile
financial assistance.
The heads of rivals Ford Motor companies should be allowed to
Co. and Chrysler also noted their fail, and the federal government
should not intrude on the whims
risk for failure.
The value of the Ford stock of the free market.
Paul Isely, an economics
has depreciated by a margin of
80 percent since the start of the professor at GVSU, noted the
year, while both companies have unusually unstable nature of

Larceny
continued from page A1

released the student, which
DeHaan said was rightfully
done.
DPS
continued
to
investigate the larceny and
received confessions from all
the suspects.
Officers filed the report to
the Ottawa County prosecutor
and are currently waiting for
warrants to arrest the students.
The students will face a
charge of larceny from a motor
vehicle among other possible
charges for the prosecutor to
decide.

V^M -

Mayor
continued from page A1

It is 86 percent that go on
from graduation to employment
and stay here. And as a
suggestive of the Community
Sustainability Partnership they
are really helping to change the
landscape in our metropolitan
area around sustainability. They
are helping us to think about and
act on what we are thinking.
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Lanthorn: What is students’
responsibility to contribute to
the city ?
Hcartwcll: There is certainly
a symbiotic relationship. I find
it kind of interesting and when
I am talking around the country
with other mayors and talk
about the relationship between
GVSU and Grand Rapids, for a
lot of mayors a light bulb goes
on. They have universities (in
their city) and they have never
thought about working with
them. So when we start talking
about how we work together it
is an “ah ha” moment. GVSU
recognizes that it is has a
responsibility to the community
that it is planted in and has
made efforts in that community.

Plan plea: Michigan Gov Jennifer Granholm addresses the media after her debate with Republican challenger Dick DeVos
in East Lansing, Mich., on Oct. 2. Granholm recently proposed a plan to bailout the failing Big Three automakers

the current market, and said
the effects a collapse of the
automobile industry' would have
on Michigan’s economy should
be taken into consideration.
“Because of the current
turmoil in the banking industry,
no bank is willing to lend to
(the car companies)” Isely said.
"Instead of arguing whether or
not the bailout should be done,
the question should be: If the
banks were functioning correctly,
would they give (the auto
industry) the loans?”
Isely
said he
believes

The dean’s office will be
notified about the GVSU
students who invited these high
school students to campus.
According to the student
code, GVSU students are
responsible for the conduct
and activities of their visitors.
While the GVSU students
will not face any additional
criminal charges, they may
be subject to campus judicial
referral.
Details
regarding
the
identity of the suspects will be
released after the arraignment.
Ifitch @ lanthorn .com

Lanthorn: What financial
ties, if any, are there between
the university and the city?
Hcartwcll: The city has
contracted with the university
for some time (through) Norman
Christopher. He has been a
contract employee of the city.
We contract with the college for
some of his time.
Lanthorn: Where do you see
this relationship going?
Heartwell: Well, we began
to have some conversations
around the question of
renewable energy. The city
currently purchases 20 percent
of our power needs from
renewable energy and I set a
goal of achieving 100 percent
renewable energy by 2020 that
is a more aggressive goal than
any other city. I believe we
can do it but we can only do it
through partnership. We have
talked about joint renewable
partnerships where we would
share the energy. That is the
most fruitful next generation of
work that I think the city and the
university will work toward.
ehensel© lanthorn .com

restructuring
measures
the
automobile companies have
recently introduced are appealing
enough that banks would have
lent the car companies money had
they been at risk for bankruptcy
earlier this year, before the
financial crisis in (Xtober.
The American automobile
industry directly employs around
250,000 people, with 4.5 million
others employed in related and
dependent industries, according
to figures cited by The Associated
Press.
A study by the Center for

Automotive Research, an Ann
Arbor-based think tank, predicted
the Big Three to cut just half of
their manufacturing capacity —
about 2.5 million jobs would by
lost by 2(X)9, with the majority
coming from industries that work
with the Big Three, such as auto
parts suppliers and dependent
industries, such as restaurant
owners that operate near plants.
The study also noted a
complete shutdown of the Big
’Three would lead to job losses of
3 million in 2(X)9 alone.
plehlanc© lanthorn .com

Intersection
continued from page A1

accidents doubled to eight.
Through Oct. 29 of this year, there
were four more, the latest accident
being the sport utility vehicle that
struck IXxine’s Chevy Malibu.
Keena said out of all 16
accidents,only the last one resulted
in a death.
Ottawa
County
Board
Commissioner Jim Holtrop said
the Road Commission makes
decisions like this after lcx>king
at accident history at intersections
under their control. They then
consider additional signage in
areas where there have been a
large number of severe accidents,
he added.
“Four-way stops arc definitely
safer because traffic in all
directions must come to a halt
before proceeding at a slow rate
of speed through the intersection,"
Holtrop said.
He added the four-way stops

(Srant)

are also valuable for intersections
where comer visibility is restricted
by buildings or trees.
GVSU student Kendra Host has
driven through the 36th Avenue
and Bauer Road intersection
multiple times, and she said she
recognizes the importance of
additional stop signs.
“When I first heard of all
the accidents that happened at
that intersection. I became more
frightened to drive there,” Host
said. “Sixteen accidents at one
intersection in less than three years
is a lot.”
She added she has not noticed
any visibility problems while
stopped on 36th Avenue.
“It didn’t seem like a comer
where 1 felt like I could not see any
cars coming,” Host said, "though I
have become more cautious now
to be absolutely sure the road is
clear. I think the crash history
shows the stop signs are needed
there.”
kwendt© lanthorn i om
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GVL DIGEST
News in Brief

Music professor receives Arts
Educator Award Thursday
A GVSU department of
music
professor
received
the Arts Kducator Award on
Thursday at the 23rd Annual
Governor’s Awards for Arts and
Culture.
The award was presented to
Bill Ryan at the Detroit Institute
of Arts during the event,
which was hosted by ArtServe
Michigan.
Ryan received the award
based on his work to enrich
Michigan's arts and culture,
according
to
ArtServe
Michigan.
Other nominees for the award
were Paulette Brockington, a
dance instructor at the Warren
Consolidated
School
of
Performing Arts, and Nancy
Jones, the director of education
at the Detroit Institute of Arts.
Ryan, who joined the faculty
at GVSU in 2005. teaches
music composition and is
the founder and producer the
university’s Free Play concert
series, which allows students to
directly interact and learn from
professional musicians and
ensembles.
He is also founder and
director of the university’s
New Music Ensemble, which
released a CD in 2007, and was
mentioned as one of the year’s
best classical releases by The
New York Times.
GVSU wins 'green' campus
commuting challenge
GVSU cruised to victory
during the Campus Commuter
Challenge by showing a
commitment to commuting.
The competition measured
several universities throughout
Michigan to see who took the
most alternative commutes
during the week of Sept. 22.
Michigan State University
came in second .bested by GVSU
by more than 25 percent.
Other participants were
Cooley Law School !>ansing,
Henry ForclCommunity College,
learning Community College,
Oakland University, University
of Michigan-Dearbom and
Wayne State University.
The
competition
was
sponsored through the Rapid by
GreenRide.
Padnos offers passport fair
opportunity today
The Padnos International
Center will offer a passport fair
today from 1 to 5 p.m.
Faculty, staff and students
with valid GVSU ID cards can
apply in l.ake Ontario Hall
Room 130. Passport pictures
can be taken for $2.
Applicants need to bring
proof of U.S. citizenship, such
as a previous passport, birth
certificate or naturalization
certificate. They will also need
proof of identity, such as a
driver’s license or state ID.
Payment will include two
separate checks totaling $I(X).
It may take up to 10 weeks
for processing and passports arc
valid for 10 years.

J

Intercultural Training names new director
By Ellen Hensel

Grand Rapids sustainability
contract with GVSU renewed
Fhe city of Grand Rapids
will continue its partnership w ith
Grand Valley State University
in promoting sustainability
initiatives.
City commissioners renewed
the $18j000 per year contract
with GVSU last week.
The university helps provide
access,
research, database
administrative assistance and
technical support for the city in
its sustainability efforts.
GVSU has also aided
in implementing the “triple
bottom line," or the approach
of sustainability that considers
the financial, social and
environmental impacts of all
actions and decisions.
As part of the agreement,
GVSU will continue to
administer the Community
Sustainability Partnership, a
network oforganizations in West
Michigan committed to working
togetherto restore environ mental
integrity, improve economic
prosperity and promote social
equity. GVSU will also aid in
developing and maintaining a
new community sustainability
Web site to highlight the progress
in the Grand Rapids area.
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GVL Staff Writer

A film screening and panel
discussion of the prize-winning
documentary, “The Canary
Effect,” at 6
p.m.
today
will serve as
one of the
first events
coordinated
by Dee Ann
Sherwood
Bosworth ,
the
newlyhired Btswarth
director
of
Intercultural Training within
the
Grand
Valley
State
University Office of Equity
and Inclusion.
Beginning work Nov. 11,
Sherwood Bosworth will help
coordinate the new Inclusion
Implementation
Plan,
published Sept. 30.
“I am excited about the

opportunities to work with
students, faculty and staff here at
Grand Valley State University,”
Sherwood Bosworth said. “I
will be working across the
campuses to promote the
Inclusion
Implementation
Plan, • which includes the
development of co-curricular
learning activities that address
differences in areas such as
race, gender, religion, ability
and sexual orientation.”
The
Inclusion
Implementation Plan, which
will run from now until
2011, aims to create a more
tolerant university atmosphere
by outlining specific plans
including five major principles
for the plan’s implementation.
Sherwood
Bosworth
graduated from GVSU in 1997
with a bachelor’s degree in
psychology, and later earned
master’s degrees in social work
and public administration also
from GVSU. In addition to

“Ms. Sherwood Bosworth
her GVSU work, Sherwood
Bosworth
is
pursuing
a has a wealth of experience in
doctorate in social work from training and organizational
Michigan State University. Her development work,” Arnold
job will include developing and said. “She is also passionate
delivering training on a variety about diversity and inclusion
of topics related to inclusion issues.”
Sherwood
and equity in
Bosworth
addition
to
“I am excited about
has
worked
addressing
the opportunities... I
in
many
workplace
capacities
problems
will be working across
both in public
where issues
the campuses to
administration
of difference,
and in health
including
promote the Inclusion
care, preparing
race or sexual
Implementation Plan.” her
for
orientation,
working with
are a factor.
DEE ANN SHERWOOD
many types of
Director of
BOSWORTH
people, Arnold
Inclusion and
GVSU DIRECTOR OF
added.
Equity Jeanne
INTERCULTURAL TRAINING
“Prior
to
Arnold
said
working
at
Sherwood
Bosworth’s position was a GVSU, I was employed as the
long-time coming and part organizational
development
for
Spectrum
of two additional positions consultant
created to assist this new Health, where I was responsible
division.
for
leadership
program

development, training and
for conducting organizational
evaluations,”
Sherwood
Bosworth said. "I was also
employed
as
a business
developer for Grand Rapids,
where I worked with small
businesses, including minority
and
women-owned
firms,
to enable them to increase
their capacity to compete
for contracts under the city’s
Equal Business Opportunity
program.”
Although
Sherwood
Bosworth has just begun,
her position will continue
to progress the diversity of
GVSU, Arnold said.
“She will be instrumental
in helping the division and the
university community move
forward with our Inclusion
Implementation Plan,” Arnold
said. “It feels great to finally
be fully staffed.”
ehensel@ lanthorn .com

Foreclosure act lacks practical impact
By Lauren Fitch
GVL Staff Writer

The Michigan HouseofRepresentatives
passed the Home Foreclosure Prevention
Act last Thursday to allow homeowners
to keep their houses longer during
foreclosure.
The act, which passed with a bipartisan
vote, requires lenders to notify subprime
borrowers 45 days before foreclosure
proceedings begin.
It also authorizes the Office of
Financial and Insurance Regulation to
extend the filing of a foreclosure for 30

days to allow the lender and borrower
time to negotiate new loan terms.
“This legislation will strengthen the
mediation process between borrowers
and lenders,” said OFIR Commissioner
Ken Ross.
Subprime borrowers are people
considered high risk for a loan because
of bad credit or some other reason
they would be unlikely to repay their
mortgage.
In light of the current economic
state, banks have increased the number
of subprime borrowers they lend to,
but not without a form of security for

themselves.
Banks give subprime borrowers a
mortgage but then group these mortgages
together and sell pieces of them to
different private lenders. This process is
known as “securitization.”
“Until things go bad, (securitization)
helps everybody,” said economics
professor Dan Giedeman. “It spreads the
risk around and makes it easier to get
loans.”
But things are going bad now as the
number of foreclosures has drastically
increased in the past two years.
According to Ottawa County statistics,

fomciosuHt
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GVL / Pete Tabberer
Mortgage woes:

The rising number of foreclosures in Michigan has prompted the State House of Representatives to pass the Home Foreclosure Prevention Act.

the number of foreclosure mortgages
jumped from 540 in 2006 to 850 in 2007,
while the numbers are on track for 950
foreclosures in 2008, a record high.
“One in every five Michigan
homeowners with subprime mortgages
is currently in the foreclosure process,”
Ross said.
Ross added the act will prevent
unnecessary foreclosures.
The act is designed to assist subprime
homeowners by making them more
aware of their mortgage situation and
giving them time to seek other options,
but its real life effectiveness is yet to be
proved.
Securitization makes it difficult for
borrowers to negotiate with their lenders
because there are so many individuals
involved in the lending process.
The person servicing the mortgage
would be responsible for contacting all
the parties involved with the mortgage
but would not be able to act with authority
on behalf of all of them.
The time frame of the notification and
extension is not very long for homeow ners
to develop a solution.
Mark Komelis, member of the
Ottawa Area Housing Commission, said
borrowers could use the 45 days prior
notification to see a neutral housing
counselor about their options.
The 30 day filing extension would be
a time to try and restructure the loan for
lower payments, he added.
Still, Giedeman is concerned about
the act.
“It could help and probably won’t
hurt,” he said. “It is a step in the right
direction, but probably won’t get us far.”
While accepting the limitations of the
act, Giedeman said it is a positive sign
the state is acknowledging the problem
and trying to do something.
Giedeman predicts the bill will have
little local or statewide impact.
Komelis cannot say if the act goes
far enough, but he said he hopes the
Michigan Senate approves it so it can
become law.
Ifitch @ lanthorn .com

Provost speaks to financial crisis, immediate effect on university's budget
downtown Eberhard Center. Davis also
addressed issues concerning the current
state and future of GVSU.
GVSU receives the lowest amount of
state appropriations per student at $3,019.
The highest is Wayne State University,
which receives roughly $5,(XX) more than
GVSU. T his number is one of several that
By Ellen Hensel
consistently place GVSU at the bottom
GVL Staff Writer
of state lists in terms of money, building
Following the national economic space and faculty to student ratios.
downturn, the field of higher education is However, Davis said despite this lack of
feeling the crunch in their budgets. Grand funds, GVSU continues to progress.
“If
we
depended
on
(state
Valley State University included.
In a town hall style meeting Wednesday, appropriations) more than we do we would
GVSU Provost Gayle Davis told a group be in even more trouble now,” Davis said.
of about 30 faculty and staff that in the “While we look at all of this data doing
the best with what we
next couple weeks the
have we are making slow
university will have to
“This scenario is
progress. But at least we
cut about 2 to 5 percent of
manageable. We
are making progress.”
their budget for the 2(X)8Though
financial
09 fiscal year, equating to
won't have to
news is consistently
about $1 to $3 million of
increase tuition mid depressing, Davis said
the $220 million budget.
there is hope in terms
“This
scenario
is
year and we won't
of GVSU’s progress,
manageable,” Davis said.
cut into services...”
namely in the North
“We won’t have to increase
Central
Association’s
tuition mid year and we
GAYLE DAVIS
Accreditation.
The
won’t cut into services
GVSU PROVOST
NCAA is the accrediting
for students and faculty.
body for GVSU. It
We ll be fine this year. We
consists of a university
are frugal managers. The
national problem of higher education’s wide self-study, which results in re
unaffordabiliy; that is what is worrying accreditation. and occurs every 10 years.
The town hall meeting also discussed
me the most.
The Academic Affairs Town Hall the recent debate regarding how
meeting was held in the Grand Rapids Michigan’s 15 universities should interact,
Press Teleconference Auditorium of the and what their responsibilities are toward

Gayle Davis addresses
financial concerns for GV
Wednesday, predicts
million dollar budget cuts

each other. President Thomas J. Haas,
who attended the forum, spoke on the
mutual responsibility of the universities
to stick together to prove to the state they
are working together.
“There is now an understanding of
the whole nature of the issue when you
drive towards budget allocation with
a ‘we and them’ mode it is feeding and
fueling the glee of those legislators who
say. 'Let them take out each other’ and.
'I don’t have to be accountable,’" Haas
said, addressing the forum’s participants.
“We had an epiphany that we are stronger
together and as an asset we are not going
to seek out that language that we have
to invest in those universities. We have
to invest in Michigan and one of its key

assets is its higher education system. We
are looking at what is best for Michigan
and we have decided to all stay together."
With a country on the brink of
significant economic change, universities
across the nation are having similar
conversations and are being forced to
make the same decisions, Davis said. The
discussions are for the future, the long
term, she added.
“None of this is for tomorrow." Davis
said, referring to the discussion of these
broader issues. “This is the start of the
conversation."
Town hall meetings are held
periodically to update faculty and staff
about the state of GVSU.
ehensel@ lanthorn .com
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Michigan in Brief
Michigan universities rank
high on study abroad list
LANSING, Mich. (AP) - A
new report indicates Michigan
universities are among the
national leaders in the number
of students studying abroad.
The report from the Institute
of International Education was
released Monday.
Michigan State University
ranked second in the nation with
2,801 stuoents studying abroad
in 2006-07, llie latest year for
which figures are available. New
York University ranked No. I.
The University of Michigan
ranked sixth in the number of
students studying abroad with
2j055.
Nationwide study abroad
numbers were up about 8 percent
from the prev ious year.
The University of Michigan
ranked sixth in the number
of international students on
campus with 5,748 in 200708. Michigan State University
ranked
15th
with 4,244
international students.
Aero Med helicopter training
postponed in Grand Rapids
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.
(AP) - Spectrum Health has
postponed its plans to resume
using a helipad atop Butterworth
Hospital in downtown Grand
Rapids where two people
narrowly
avoided
serious
injury in the crash of a medical
helicopter.
The health system’s Aero
Med helicopter service was to
have started takeoff and landing
training on Monday but now
expects to begin it toward the
end of the week.
Patient transport will resume
at a later date at the enlarged and
enhanced helipad.
It
now
accommodates
two helicopters and includes
enhancements
for
safety,
fire suppression and windturbulence control.
Aero Med hasn’t used the
helipad to fly patients in and out
of the hospital since the May 29
crash.
Coalition wants stronger
control of Great Lakes water
TRAVERSE
CITY,
Mich. (AP) - A coalition of
environmental groups wants
to amend a recently enacted
compact to prevent shipment of
Great l^akes water outside the
region.
The groups kicked off their
campaign Sunday in Traverse
City.
leading theeffort is Michigan
Citizens for Water Conservation.
Its attorney, Jim Olson, says
Congress should delete language
from the compact that appears to
designate water as a product.
He says that changes the
legal status of water from a
public resource to a private
commodity, opening the door
for multinational corporations
to demand access to the Great
l^akes under international trade
laws.
Olson says if the effort
to amend the compact fails,
activists will try to write
stronger water protections into
the Michigan Constitution.
Some analysts say the
compact already provides strong
enough protections.
Detroit schools chief asked to
reduce protection unit
DETROIT (AP) - Some
Detroit school board members
say Superintendent Connie
Calloway should reduce her
protection unit as the district
issues layoff notices to
hundreds of teachers and staff
members.
The Detroit Free Press
reports Monday the district
provides Calloway two security
officers who receive about
$95j000 combined in base pay.
Board member Annie Carter
says the district would be better
off if one of the officers were
reassigned to a school.
Calloway
declined
to comment but district
spokesman Steve Wasko says
in an e-mail that the officers
are "an appropriate level of
support” for Calloway.
The district is dealing with
a projected $124 million deficit
for 2007-08 and the ongoing
threat the state could appoint an
emergency financial manager.
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Residents return to torched L.A. homes
Southern California wildfires devastate
mobile home park; 484 homes destroyed
By Amy Taxin
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP)
Residents of a once neatly kept
mobile home park returned
Monday to see for themselves
how a wildfire turned it into a
desolate landscape of charred
metal and blackened sticks.
One black van was used
to ferry residents of the 484
homes destroyed by Saturday’s
inferno. White vans were used
for residents of the roughly 120
homes that were still standing.
Ed Hurdle, 82, was among
many retirees who lived at the
Oakridge Mobile Home Park
and saw all their belongings go
up in flames.
"It’s gone,” Ed Hurdle said
with little emotion after taking
the first park tour organized by
fire officials. "The car is gone.
The house is gone. It’s twisted
metal. It’s totally charred there.
There’s no hope at all. Nothing.
Nothing. Nothing.”
The tours came as calm
winds and clear skies allowed
firefighters to make gains on two
Southern California wildfires
that devastated hundreds of
homes and forced thousands
of residents to flee during the
weekend. Most of the evacuation
orders were lifted by Monday.
Since Thursday, three major
fires have burned nearly 41,(XX)
acres, or 64 square miles.

Officials warned of another bad
air day on Monday, and classes
were canceled at dozens of
sch(x>ls near fire zones in Orange
County.
In Los Angeles’ Sylmar
neighborhood,
vans carried
residents of the Oakridge park
past the rubble and made brief
stops so those who still had
homes could collect medication
or other essential items before
returning to an evacuation center
at Sylmar High School.
Betty Glassman, 78, was one
of the lucky ones.
"My house was in great
shape. All it was was dirty,” she
said, smiling. “I feel like I'm in a
dream. Pinch me.”
Among the dozens of people
waiting at the school to take the
tour was Tommy Reaves, 45,
whose home was destroyed.
“I want to be able to stand in
front of my house, and I’ll have
closure. I’ll know it’s gone,” said
Reaves, who paid $60,0(X) when
he bought the three-bedroom,
two-bathroom modular home in
2003, then did $40,000 worth of
upgrades.
Cadaver dogs have been
searching the burned units, but so
far no bodies have been found.
Elsewhere, Gov.
Arnold
Schwarzenegger declared a state
of emergency in San Bernardino
County, the fourth county to
receive the designation since a

AP Photo / Reed Saxon

Rubble remains: Wind continues to fan flames in the rums of the Oak Ridge Mobile Home Park in the northern San
Fernando Valley area of Los Angeles, Saturday. Fierce winds fanned a fast-moving wildfire that has burned about
10 homes and forced thousands of people and patients of a darkened hospital to evacuate. The fire in the foothill
community of Sylmar on the edge of th e Angeles National Forest broke out late riday and charred more than two
square miles in a few hours, prompting officials to order about 5,000 residents i leave their homes.

series of wildfires broke out last
Thursday. The declaration directs
state emergency workers to assist
local firefighters in containing the
blaze and evacuating residents.
The largest of the fires has
burned more than 28,(XX) acres
in Orange, Riverside, San
Bernardino and Los Angeles
counties and has destroyed more

than 160 homes roughly 50 miles
southeast of Sylmar.
The first of the wildfires
broke out in the Montecito area
of Santa Barbara County, about
90 miles northwest of Sylmar.
Wind gusts peaked at more
than 70 mph at the height of
the fires over the weekend, but
weakened to about 20 mph on

Sunday, the National Weather
Service said.
The causes of all the fires
were
under
investigation,
although officials labeled the
Santa Barbara-area fire "humancaused,” said Doug Lannon, a
spokesman with the California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

Astronauts hitch huge crate to space station
By Marcia Dunn
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) Astronauts hitched a giant shipping crate
full of home improvement “goodies”
to the international space station on
Monday, a critical step for boosting the
population in orbit.
It was the first major job for the crews
of the linked space station and space
shuttle Endeavour, and highlighted their

first full day together.
“We’re here to work,” the space
station’s skipper, Mike Fincke, called
down. "This is the can-do crew.”
More than 14,000 pounds of gear
was stuffed into the 21-foot container
that flew up on Endeavour and was
hoisted onto the space station. It
held an extra toilet, refrigerator and
kitchenette, exercise machine and
sleeping compartments, and a new
recycling system for converting urine

AP Photo / NASA TV

Space TV: In this image from NASA TV, the crew from the Space Shuttle Endeavour Is welcomed aboard
the International Space Station after docking. Sunday The crew will hitch a giant crate to the station

10 space travelers, Monday involved
into drinking water.
Fincke called it "the goodies ... gearing up for the first of four planned
things needed for an extreme home spacewalks.
makeover.”
On Tuesday, two of the shuttle crew
NASA cannot double the number of will venture outside and begin the most
space station residents from three to complicated cleaning and lube job ever
six next year until all the equipment — attempted in orbit. One of two massive
most notably the water recycling system joints that turn the space statiorr’s'solBPO
— has been installed
wings toward the sun has
and tested. Additional
been jammed for more
“We're here to work.
equipment will be
than a year; it’s clogged
This is the can-do
launched in February.
with metal grit from
grinding
parts. They’ll !
Until
now, the
crew. (The crate holds)
space station has been
also squirt some grease !
the goodies... things
a one-kitchen, oneonto the joint that’s !
bath, three-bedroom
needed for an extreme working fine, to prevent !
house. That
third
any future hang-ups. |
home makeover.”
bedroom is actually a
The work will fill up all ;
makeshift nook in the
four spacewalks.
U.S. lab. The orbiting
Mission
Control •
MIKE FINCKE
outpost is on the verge
informed the shuttle
SPACE STATION SKIPPER
of becoming a twoastronauts that nothing
kitchen,
two-bath,
of concern had been 1
five-bedroom
home
noted so far in the !
and will have six full bedrooms in a few exhaustive review of photos from
more months.
Friday night’s launch and Sunday’s
Astronaut Sandra Magnus — the rendezvous with the space station, and
newest space station resident — spent data collected from the wing and nose ;
Monday getting used to her new home. cap inspections. NASA wants to make
She flew up on Endeavour and promptly sure Endeavour is free of any serious
traded places with Gregory Chamitoff, damage before giving it the green light !
who’s headed home after a six-month for returning home
mission. Magnus will spend 3Vi months
Endeavour and its crew of seven will
on board.
remain at the space station until at least
Besides being moving day for the Thanksgiving.

Foreign adoptions by Americans drop 12 percent in year
By David Crary
AP National Writer

NEW YORK (AP) - The
number of foreign children adopted
by Americans fell 12 percent in
the past year, reaching the lowest
level since 1999 as some countries
clamped down on the process and
others battled with allegations of
adoption fraud.
China, which for a decade was
the leading source for international

biggest decline and dropped out
of the top spot. It was replaced by
Guatemala, which almost certainly
will lose that status in 2009 because
of a corruption-related moratorium
on new adoptions imposed by US.
officials.
Figures for the 2(X)8 fiscal year,
released by the State Department on
Monday, showed 17,438 adoptions
from abroad, down from 19,613 in
2007. The all-time peak was 22X84

Foreign adoption: Caretaker Peter Kasereka 34, holds an orphaned 2- or 3-yearold boy named Eliya on Nov 13 in Rutshuru. Congo The number of foreign children
adopted by Americans fell 12 percent in the last year

Reasons for the decline vary
from country to country. China and
Russia — the two largest sources
of adoptees over the past 15 years
— have sought to care for more
of their abandoned and orphaned
children at home, and China has
imposed tighter restrictions on
foreign applicants.
The numbers were sobering to
advocates of international adoption,
who expect the drop to continue for
2009 as Guatemala struggles to
rein in its formerly freewheeling
adoption industry.
"There are still tens of millions
of orphans around the world —
and we know there are millions of
Americans willing to adopt these
kids,” said Chuck Johnson, chief
operating officer of the National
Council for Adoption. “Countries
are very reluctant to let go of what
they consider their future, even
though they’ll readily acknowledge
the future for these kids is not
promising.”
By far the biggest drop was for
adoptions from China, which fell
to 3.909 from 5,453 in 2007 and a
peak of 7.906 in 2005. Among the
factors: a rise in domestic adoptions
as China prospers and tighter
restrictions on foreign adoptions
that exclude single people, older
couples, the obese and those with
financial or health problems.
As a result, waiting times to

complete an adoption from China 250 adoptees last year, although the
have increased in many cases to continent is viewed as one of the
three or four years, a deterrent to few potential growth regions for
many aspiring adoptive parents. international adoption.
China offers a faster timetable
Thomas DiFilipo, president of
for foreigners willing to adopt the Joint Council on International
children with physical or emotional Children’s Services, predicted
disabilities.
overall numbers would drop even
Adoptions from Guatemala more sharply for 2009, to as low as
also declined in the past year, from
I().(XX) to 12/XX) foreign adoptions,
4,728 to 4,123,
as China continues
and the number
its cutback and
Adoptions
from
is
projected
adoptions
from
to be sharply
abroad decreased
Guatemala
and
lower for 2009.
Vietnam diminish.
from 19,613 in 2007
Guatemalan
DiFilipo said
officials
arc
he doubted any
to 17,438 in 2008,
trying to replace
foreign
country
according to figures
an old system,
would ever replace
which
allowed
China as the source
released by the
abuses ranging
of 7/XX) or even
State Department.
from fraud to
5 /XX) adoptees per
child snatching,
year. He predicted
with
stringent
instead that far
new [Tractices conforming with the smaller numbers of adoptees would
Hague Convention.an international be comimg from a pool of perhaps
adoption treaty.
40 or 50 countries, including an
Other countries from which increasing share from Africa and
adoptions declined significantly I.atin America.
included Russia, Ukraine and
One byproduct of the decline in
Kazakhstan and India.
foreign ack>ptions is likely to be an
The biggest increase was in intensified campaign to persuade
adoptions from Ethiopia — they adoptive parents to take children
rose from 1255 to 1,725, moving from the US. foster care system.
the Horn of Africa nation into fourth Roughly 125/XX) youths in the
place on the State Department’s system are available for adoption,
list, just behind Russia. No other including a disproportionately large
African country provided more than number of racial minorities.
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Security pact may keep U.S. troops in Iraq until 2012
If deal approved by
Iraq parliament, U.S.
occupation to last
three more years
By Hamza Hendawi and
Qassim Abdul-Zahra
Associated Press Writers

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s
Cabinet overwhelmingly approved
a security pact with the United
States on Sunday, ending prolonged
negotiations to allow American
forces to remain for three more
years in the country they first
occupied in 2003.
The
deal
detailing
the
conditions of the U.S. presence
still needs parliamentary approval,
and lawmakers could vote as
soon as Nov. 24. For Iraqis, the
breakthrough was bittersweet
because they won concessions from
the Americans but must accept the
presence of U.S. troops until 2012.
“It’s the best possible, available
option,"
said
government
spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh. He was
referring to the conflict between
Iraq’s desire for full sovereignty
and control over security and its
need for American support and
cooperation to achieve that goal.
Al-Dabbagh described the pact
— intended to supplant the U.N.
mandate expiring Dec. 31 — as
an “agreement on the withdrawal
of U.S. troops,” and Washington
welcomed the Cabinet’s approval.

"While the process is not yet troops out of Iraq within 16 months
complete, we remain hopeful of moving into the White House —
and confident we'll stxtn have an or May 2010.
Iraq’s neighbors and U.S.
agreement that serves both the
people of Iraq and the U 5. well and adversaries, Iran and Syria, oppose
sends a signal to the region and the the pact, arguing that the immediate
world that both our governments withdrawal of U.S. forces offered
are committed to a stable, secure the best option for Iraq.
and democratic Iraq,” said Gordon
The Iraqi government sought
Johndroe, spokesman for the to allay their fears, amending the
White House’s National Security document to prohibit the Americans
from using Iraqi territory to attack
Council.
There isagoodchance pari iament neighboring nations.
will pass the agreement with a large
The Cabinet’s decision was
majority, since the parties that make made amid violence, despite a
up Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s dramatic improvement in security
over the past year.
coalition
Fresh
attacks
government
“... we remain hopeful
underlined doubts
dominate the
whether
legislature.
and confident we'll soon about
Iraq’s
nascent
The pact
have an agreement that
security forces can
was due to
stand without US.
be completed
serves both the people
military
support
by the end
and training.
of July, but
of Iraq and the U.S....”
Al-Dabbagh
negotiations
said all but one
stumbled
GORDON JOHNDROE
of 28 Cabinet
over
parts
SPOKESMAN FOR
ministers present in
pertaining
WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL
Sunday’s meeting,
to
Iraqi
SECURITY COUNCIL
in addition to alsovereignty
Maliki, voted for
and judicial
the pact. The sole vote of dissent
oversight.
Al-Dabbagh
said
Iraq’s came from Minister of Women’s
government has received U.S. Affairs Nawal al-Samaraie, a
assurances that the President-elect member of the Iraqi Islamic Party,
Barack Obama would honor the the country’s largest Sunni Arab
agreement, and pointed out that party.
The agreement is believed
each side has the right to repeal
it after giving one year’s notice. to have met Iraqi concerns over
Obama, who takes office in January, its sovereignty and its security
has said he would pull U.S. combat needs as it continues to grapple

with a diminished but persistent
insurgency. It gives Iraq the right
to try UJS. soldiers and defense
contractors in the case of serious
crimes committed off-duty and offbase.
Barring
unforeseen
developments, the
document
should receive the support of the
85 lawmakers of the Shiite United

Iraqi Alliance, the 54 Kurdish
lawmakers and most of the 44
lawmakers in the Iraqi Accordance
Front, the laigest Sunni Arab bloc.
Radical Shiite cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr. who commands the loyalty
of 30 lawmakers, utged parliament
in a statement Sunday to reject
the agreement “without the least
hesitation .’’ The statement was read

by a top al-Sadr aide on Iraq’s alSharqiya Television.
Al-Sadr, whose militiamen
battled U.S. forces in the past, has
threatened to resume attacks on U 5.
forces if they don’t immediately
w ithdraw from Iraq. He called for a
mass prayer and protest in a central
Baghdad square on Friday.

AP Photo / Iraqi Government, HO

Consensus: In this image released by the Iraqi government, Iraq's Cabinet votes to approve a security pact with the U.S. during
a session in Baghdad, Iraq, on Sunday Iraq's Cabinet on Sunday approved a security pact with the U.S. that will allow American
forces to stay in Iraq for three years after their U N mandate expires at the end of the year. The decision followed months of
difficult negotiations and, pending parliamentary approval, will remove a major point of contention between the two allies.

College closings rare, but could rise in downturn
Small colleges forced to
close in poor economy,
not have tuition base,
endowments to survive
By Justin Pope
AP Education Writer

For 15 years, Cascade College in
Portland, Ore., struggled to find the
fuels that any college needs: students
to pay tuition, and donors to help
build an endowment.
Then came the global economic

meltdown, and suddenly that struggle
became an impossibility.
Late last month, the small Christian
college with just 280 students and $4
million in debt announced it would
have to shut down at the end of the
current academic year.
“Our hearts would have said
we would like to continue trying,”
said Cascade President Bill Goad,
somberly adding he never imagined
his duties would include shutting
the school down. But on top of their
long-term challenges, “small colleges
like Cascade just don’t have the slack
to survive those kinds of impacts,” he

AP Photo I Ric Bowmer

College closings: Cascade College is shown Nov. 10, in Portland, Ore Cascade College in
Portland announced recently it will close at the end of the current academic year.

so many families,” said Matt Hamill,
said.
Colleges are remarkably resilient senior vice president of NACUBO,
institutions. Princeton University's a college business officers group.
Nassau Hall still bears the cannonball The key question is “how that will
marks from the
Revolutionary manifest itself when it comes time to
War battle that raged near campus. enroll next fall.”
There are about 4,400 colleges in
Dickinson and Bowdoin colleges saw
their first buildings burn down, as the United States, and the American
did the University of Vermont, which Council on Education has records
also survived its first president going show that only four closed in 2007.
Mergers are somewhat more
insane.
Still, every year, a handful of common, but outright closing rare for
several reasons.
institutions go under.
Nonprofit
And while a wave of
“We've seen what's
colleges
don’t
college
closings
is
have to please
unlikely, the current
happened to family
Wall
Street,
economic turmoil could
income, the financial
and many have
accelerate the pace.
endowments
In addition to Cascade,
assets of so many
they can tap in
another
Christian
emergencies.
institution,
Taylor
families.”
They also have
University, announced
an
enviable
last month it would
business model.
close the undergraduate
MATT HAMILL
Students pay up
program at a branch
NACUBO SENIOR VICE
front, often with
campus in Fort Wayne,
PRESIDENT
large government
Ind., while Pillsbury
subsidies.
And
Baptist Bible College in
Owatonna, Minn, announced plans to colleges sell a product — education
— that families have proved willing
close.
And on Wednesday, Vennard to pay more and more for each year,
College, a Christian school in Iowa notes Roger Goodman, who analyzes
finances
for
Moody’s
that was down to about 80 students, college
announced it would close at the end Investors Service.
While
76
institutions
had
of the current semester — two years
endowments over $1 billion last year,
shy of its 100th birthday.
If
more
college
closing according to NACUBO figures, about
announcements come, it would likely one-third had less than $50 million
be next semester, or next fall, when — even before the downturn. And
schools find out how many of their NACUBO reports figures only from
about 800 colleges; the rest have zero
students don’t return.
“We’ve seen what’s happened to or negligible extra cash.
That didn't look like a problem.
family income, the financial assets of

A\MtSOV^t Avu*tvu£iC£

since revenue and donations have also
been rising. But in recent months, like
homeowners stuck in a variable-rate
mortgage, some schools have seen
their debt payments surge, thanks to
the collapse of a complicated line of
dominos that includes bond insurers
and banks. Instead of holding long
term debt at lower interest rates,
they have gotten stuck with short
term obligations at higher rates — a
scenario they knew existed on paper
but never expected to happen.
The financial crisis is “clearly very
serious,” said Paul Corts, president
of the Council for Christian Colleges
& Universities. “1 think people are
sensing that this is not short-term.
It’s something that’s going to take a
couple of years to play out.”
Enrollment at the 102 CCCU
campuses grew 71 percent between
1990 and 2004, and Corts says he has
no reason to believe member schools
will close. But, “then again nobody
knows what the ultimate extent of
this whole financial crisis is going to
be,” he said.
Another potentially vulnerable
group is historically black colleges,
which, like Christian schools, have
a limited recruiting pool. Some such
institutions, like Morehouse and
Spelman, have healthy endowments.
But Cascade would have needed a
base of 500 students to survive, and
endowment 10 times its current $1.5
million.
Cascade students will be able
to move to Oklahoma Christian, or
transfer their credits to other colleges.
A K-12 school next door will rent
some of the campus facilities.
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EDITORIAL

Key issues
In lieu of the recent investigation conducted by the
Lanthorn, Grand Valley State University’s Office of
Housing and Residence Life should reconsider how its
workers orchestrate to ensure protocol is being followed.
The Lanthorn recently repeated last semester's original investigation
that included obtaining individual dorm mom keys without showing proper
identification. Just as the original investigation panned out. the reporters were
able to obtain dorm room keys to half of the on-campus housing facilities
targeted last week.
It may seem unoriginal or even pointless to repeat the investigation, but
as the results showed, it's a good thing it was done. Once again, on-campus
housing is faced with the fact it has these protocols set in place, only to be
ignored by its on-campus housing workers.
Protocol is set into motion for a reason, and for those rules to be
disregarded by the workers only proves that students' and on-campus
residents’ safety is not a priority.
The Lanthorn did not repeat the investigation to tell on-campus housing
what to do in regards to protocol, but it was done to show something needs
to be done. After two investigations on two separate occasions with the same
results, it’s about time on-campus housing realizes they’re doing something
wrong. The workers at the front desk are not doing their jobs by handing out
keys to anybody and everybody who asks.
After two investigations, it is hoped on-campus housing will now take its
protocol seriously and begin to hire workers who will do the same. If nothing
changes, it won’t be the Lanthorn or on-campus housing that will pay the
price, but it will be the on-campus residents who will suffer the consequences.

GVL / Elliot Slenk
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What GVSU sports team will win a
national championship?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR -----------------------------The numbers are staggering: there
are 239341 people working in the
automobile industry in the U.S.; a
whopping 10 percent of all jobs in the
U.S. are directly affected by the industry;
all three of Detroit’s major automakers
are on the brink of bankruptcy; and
Michigan’s unemployment rate was
already at 8.7 percent in September. So
why did I wake up to see our very own
Carl Levin, D-Mich„ arguing the case for
a bridge loan for the struggling domesticauto industry on NBC’s “Meet the Press”
on Sunday? It is because the Republicans
in the Senate do not understand how high
the stakes are.
Let’s imagine if just one of the Big
Three filed for bankruptcy - which will
likely happen to GM if this legislation
is not passed. I should not have to
tell the reader how many more of our
fellow Michiganders would lose their
livelihoods, but we are talking about
unemployment rates well into the teens.
The government would lose hundreds
of HflTrom of dollars in corporate and
income taxes. In the ensuing years,
that Same government would spend
ridiculous amounts of taxpayers’ money
on social programs in southeastern
Michigan that would make the proposed
$25 billion look like chump change. In
short. Woodward - and not Wall Street would be ground zero for the economiccollapse of 2(X)8.
Michigan’s economic fate rests in the
hands of Senate Republicans. However,

I’m optimistic because GOP’ers in the
Congress simply do not know what they
stand for anymore. When they voted
yea on the pork-laden, $700 billion Wall
Street bailout they all but abandoned
their small government mantra. They
handed over $700 billion to insurance,
mortgage and financial firms, but now
they balk at the idea of using 33 percent
of that money to save the Big Three.
They argue that if they did bail out the
automobile industry that they would be
advocating the bad business model used
by American automakers in the past
decades. Oh really? The terrible lending
practices of the banking industry were
obviously not a major issue a few weeks
ago.
My advice is to pack the legislation
with as many earmarks as you can
because no matter what kind of
craziness is included, it will look pale in
comparison to the malarkey added on
to the banking bailout that won over the
votes of House Republicans only a few
short weeks ago.
Numbers aside, this is an issue that
will personally affect all of us, especially
those of us with family ties on the east
side of the state. I’m just happy we
have strong Democratic leadership in
Michigan; otherwise, we would have no
one fighting for us.

I fed I can speak for everyone
who attended the “Last Lecture”
presentations this past Tuesday when
I say I was deeply moved by the
remarks of the lecturers. Even though
I have not had the pleasure of studying
under any of the professors who
presented. I can see now the amazing
impact they have had on their students
during their time here at Grand Valley.
This is why I would like to commend
Grand Valley on its excellence in
the hiring of amazing faculty. The
Professors who lectured on Tuesday
night represent what I feel are the
qualities that all Grand Valley faculty
bring to their classrooms. They are
qualities that include integrity, Ixinesty,
sense of humor, and unique real life
experience. It is qualities like these
that have created many memorable
and enjoyable classroom experiences

during my time a! this institution. So
I say to Professor Steve Tripp, thank
you for reassuring me that the best
years of my life are yet to come and
that obstacles in life only affect you
if you let them. To Professor John
Kilboume: Thank you for reminding
me that “who I am” will always be the
most important factor in anything I do
and that Play is a absolute necessity
to a healthy lifestyle. Finally, to
Professor Finlan: Thank you for
expanding my “frame of reference”!
Your years of dedication to the
education community are reflected in
the admiration of your students and by
the many lives you've changed for the
better. You will be missed! Good luck
in all your future endeavors and enjoy
the pumpkin pie.

Dan Michniewicz
GVSU junior

David Faling
GVSU student

tferanb yallep %antl)om

"I never know sports
... I guess the football
team."

"I'm going say football,
because of the two close
games of the season.
They're ready for closer
games and tougher
teams."

"I'm going to say
rowing. I'm on the
team and we're doing
really well. Last year
we already won the
club team point total
and I think we can do it
again."

"Let's just say the
usual - football because
they're still undefeated."

"I'm going say football
because they need to
redeem themselves
from last year. And they
always win."

Amanda Hedemark

Matt Kaminski

Krista Rapisarda

Ryan Altom

Nicole Pitts

Health Professions
Pinckney, Mich.
Senior

Exercise Science
Byron Center, Mich.
Senior

Biomedical Sciences
Zeeland, Mich.
Junior

Biology
Portage, Mich.
Junior

Pre-Veterinary Medicine
Canton, Mich.
Junior

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
I am writing in response
to
Greg
Schumaker’s
“article” about why he dries
not want to be married. I
have a difficult time writing
his Lanthorn submission was
even about what he titled
his work, as I can only find
two paragraphs which do
not include direct attacks or

insults to religions.
I want to make it clear that
I am personally not offended
by what he writes, nor am
I one of the “conservative
Christians” who “hate on
lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered people.” Nor
do I like to sacrifice goats,
am I still waiting for my

savior, or believe God is a
“she.” I just find it completely
unnecessary to use the forum
he has access to to bring forth
his agenda and make direct
attacks on different groups of
people and religions.
I usually enjoy reading
what Greg has to write, but
this Monday’s submission

was completely elementary.
The main reason the
things Greg wrote bother me
so much is because they are
essentially as closed minded
and ignorant as the people he
is writing against.

I normally ignore articles
in newspapers that agitate me,
but a particular columnist for
the lanthorn has displayed a
pattern of offensive statements
and attitudes in several articles
that I think merit a response.
First though, I want
to apologize to any in the
LGBT community who have
been attacked or insulted by
Christians. I know it happens.
It’s sad, and it's inconsistent
with the message of Jesus.
But it’s sad, too. when the
language of hate is reversed.
Stereotypes are a dangerous
thing no matter who they are
directed toward. Caricatures are
even worse. A generalization
made about a majority' rather
than a minority is no more just
or righteous. It’s no better to
suggest — even hyperbolically

—
that
all
Christians,
conservative or otherwise,
“salivate” over archaic religious
rituals or “hate on lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgendered
people” than it is to suggest that
all homosexuals dress like the
Village Pa>ple every day of the
week. They are both unhealthy,
harmful
and
thoughtless
assumptions that do more to
highlight the poles and give
voice to the extremists than to do
the hard work of reconciliation
and healing. They ignore the
constructive work that’s being
done by both parties — which
are not mutually exclusive
— on this campus by way of
the LGBT and Spirituality
Roundtables sponsored by
the LGBT Resource Center,
and throughout the country
by groups like the Marin

Foundation.
And it’s sad when respect
and agreement are conflated
so there’s no room for dialogue
without the assumption that one
side is disrespecting the other. If
such a false dichotomy between
disagreement
and
respect
were accurate, no one would
get married. At the very least
there would be no such thing
as a respectful marriage. But
there are respectful marriages
that mature and flourish, not
in spite of disagreement but
because of it, because without
disagreement there would be
no option for change.
It doesn’t do much good
to point out how much other
groups demonize me and
my friends by immediately
demonizing them and their
friends. In fact, it doesn't even

help to create a situation where
we pit us versus them in the
first place. It runs contrary to
the Christian commission to
make disciples of all ethnos and
to the concept of a country that
proposes to be united.
So, to the columnist who
inspired this response, feel free
to contact me. E-mail me —
I’d be happy to talk. Go to one
of the GLBT and Spirituality
Roundtables.
Find some Christians on
campus. Don't aigue with them.
Just talk with them. My hope
and expectation is that they’ll
return the favor. But don't
pigeonhole us. Don’t demonize
us for the sake of an editorial.
Get to know us.

'Staying home sick' not an option for students

Editorial Page Board
Editor in Chief
Business Manager
Managing Editor

GVL OPINION POLICY The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
The Grand Valley I anthom welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the alitor, guest columns and phone
responses.
letters must include the author’s name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person,
letters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley lanthorn.
letters appear as space permits each

issue. The limit for letter length Ls one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley lanthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be
withheld for compelling reasons.
The content.
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

Kyle Nolan
GVSU senior

GVL STUDENT OPINION -----------------------------------------------------------------------------

The student-run newspaper of Grand Valley State University

Alicia Wireman
Christine VanderVlies
Jenny Whalen

Kevin Mulder
GVSU sophomore

I wash my hands ... a lot. »
I even sometimes sing “Old
McDonald Had a Farm” in
my head to ensure I meet
the suggested 20-second
hand-washing time. There is
a handy dandy Purcll hand
sanitizer bottle in my purse
and a a>ntaincr of Clorox
wipes in my room. It is safe
to say I am at the very least
germ-conscious. (Anyone
who knows me at all will
laugh at that understatement.)
Still, when I heard about the
norovinis outbreak at Hope
College -1 got a sinking
feeling in my stomach.
I’m not one of those people
who enjoy illnesses - and I’m
guessing you’re not cither.

One paper, two major exams,
numerous quizzes and a lab all
within one week mean I do not
have the time to get sick right
now; not that there is ever a
“good” time to get sick.
Ottawa County Health
Department flyers around
campus advise “staying home
if you arc ill.” Yeah, right.
While I’m at it. I'm not going
to worry about finals cither.
Catching the occasional illness
is just a fact of life - unless
you’re a college student. Then
it’s tragic.
Stress is not an uncommon
complaint amongst students
and increased levels of stress
lower our immune system
defenses. Becoming ill docs
nothing but increase the
pressure. Figuring out how
to convince professors that
you were indeal sick, not to
mention trying to make up
missed work, will frustrate

l

even the most patient. And
then there arc things like labs,
which are almost impossible to
get credit for if you miss them.
Often staying home is just not
an option.
Why is the system like this?
Remember all those times
you accidently slept through
your alarm, stayed out too late
the night before, didn't want
to trudge thnxigh the rain/
snow/sleet or just plain didn’t
feel like going to class? Yeah,
thanks for that. I’m not saying
I never miss class -1 certainly
don't try to make a career
out of it though. Essentially,
students have “cried wolf’
too often. Professors have no
way of knowing who was
legitimately sick and who was
just sick of class.
That is why I’m praying
the norovirus doesn't hit
Grand Valley State University,
me in particular. From the

descriptions in the flyer, it
doesn’t sound like a whole lot
of fun. And from the look of
my syllabi, the affects would
linger long after I felt better.
Prevention of the norovirus
sounds easy: Wash your hands
— something I thought we
all learned in presch<x)l. Not
so. Recently, the American
Society for Microbiology
and The Soap and Detergent
Association (yes, that’s real)
conducted a study of hand
washing in public restrooms.
The results: Only 88 percent of
women and 66 percent of men
actually washed their hands.
Gross.
Perfect attendance slxxild
he a goal for college students,
no question. But staying
home when you’re sick helps
everyone else. And c<x>peration
from professors would help
reduce the stress.

scommet®lanthorn /com
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Notes from Abroad

Campus food drive
benefits local area

Italian super
fans celebrate
soccer'sl 00th

In holiday season, students encouraged to participate
in campus-wide food drive to benefit Gods Kitchen
Food items that are most needed include
canned goods,condiments, snacks, pastas,
vegetables and fruits.
With the cold, snowy days of winter
“With the current conditions of the
fast approaching, people may begin to economy, there is both more need and
appreciate the security of a warm house fewer who can donate, meaning the
and the comfort of a hot meal just a little shelves are barer," Plumb said. “As we
more.
see it, on a large university campus like
While many people will have both ours where there is so much privilege all
these things this holiday season, there are around, and with a mission statement as
some families living in the Grand Rapids bold as ours is, shouldn’t we have the
area who do not know when their next responsibility to do what we can to help
meal will be.
who we can?”
To help such families, the Resident
The donated food will be used for
Assistants of the Ravines and Grand God’s Kitchen’s “Meals on Wheels”
Valley Apartments initiated
program, in which meals
a campus-wide food drive,
are driven to clients who
“... shouldn't
which started Nov. 3 and
are homebound.
we have the
runs through Friday.
“Many
times, the
"The Ravines and GVA
meals we serve are the
responsibility to
were first interested in a
only hot and nutritious
do what we can to
service program to bring
meal that our guests have
our residents together for
each day,” said Peggy
help
who
we
can?”
a common cause, but after
Helsel, vice president
DEREK PLUMB
we toured God’s Kitchen
of development
and
GVA APARTMENT LIVING
of Grand Rapids in
marketing for Catholic
ASSISTANT
October, we unanimously
Charities
of
West
decided to extend our drive
Michigan.
to the whole campus," said Derek Plumb,
Helsel added donations from college
apartment living assistant for GVA.
students are always appreciated.
All food that is collected will be
“I am always thrilled when I see college
donated to God’s Kitchen in Grand students participating in any service to the
Rapids. Students can find donation sites underserved,” she said.
at the 20/20 desk, outside the Office of
Freshman Kathryn Wickman saw the
Student Life and inside the Cook-DeWitt need of others first hand, which is why
Center.
she plans to donate.
By Allison Bleeker

By Anna Marotti

GVI. Staff Writer

GVL Study Abroad Columnist

GVI Aichive / Ben DaHann

Stacking up: Meredith Stumpf works on constructing her food sculpture for a Homecoming competition
in a past year. Similar items are being collected this year in a campus-wide food drive to benefit God's
Kitchen, a local food pantry in Grand Rapids. The drive began Nov. 3 and will run through Friday.

“A few weeks ago, I walked down the
back streets of Grand Rapids, and I could
see such a need,” she said. “1 didn’t realize
that right outside of the nice parts of town

are people who cannot provide food for
their families on a day-to-day basis.”
ahleeker@lanthorn.com

Lecture promotes pumpkin pie, 'Toy Story' outlook
By Haley Otman
GVL Staff Writer

Professor Roger Finlan offered
a twist on a classic adage: “If life
gives you pumpkins in the pool,
make pumpkin pie.”
Finlan was one of three Grand

Valley State University professors
chosen to give their “last lectures”
Tuesday night. During his lecture,
he told attendees about one
Halloween on which he went
outside in his yard to discover
people had thrown pumpkins in his
pool, breaking the liner and soiling

the water underneath.
He decided to remove the
pumpkins from the pool, boil them
and turn them into pumpkin pie.
The Last Lecture Series, a
biannual event, is based off of
Harvard University's actual last
lecture event, in which professors

GVI / Nicole Somerville

Last lecture: Education professor Roger Finlan speaks at the Last Lecture Series on Tuesday night Last Lecture is a biannual
event that honors outstanding professors and allows them to share humor and wisdom with students in a casual atmosphere.

receive the opportunity to lecture
one last time before retirement.
The event at GVSU is not
intended to celebrate actual last
lectures, but rather to honor current
professors by allowing them to
speak on any topic they choose, as
if it were their last lecture.
Students nominated more than
100 professors for this opportunity,
said Katie Cross, Student Senate
vice president of Educational
Affairs. Cross and the rest of the
Educational Affairs committee
narrowed the list to three
professors, who were the featured
speakers of the event: Finlan of the
education department, Steve Tripp
of the history department and John
Kilboume of the movement science
department.
“I was very pleased and
honored,” Kilboume said.
The title of his lecture was
“Creating a Path to Infinity and
Beyond,” based on the animated
movie ‘Toy Story.”
Kilboume
shared
with
the audience the three main
components that made him who he
is — individuality, creativity and
play. He choked up when reading
a poem given to him at his father’s
funeral, and said, “You have to
cleanse your eyes with tears.”
Finlan, who will retire in

December, spoke as if it really were
his last lecture.
He decided to center his speech
around “frame of reference,” which
he defined as a person’s knowledge
and how it impacts the way one
looks at the world. After growing
up in an all-white, all-Christian
community, Finlan said he has
increased his frame of reference
at every opportunity, which allows
him to see and experience more.
Tripp urged those in attendance
to "remain engaged and dynamic in
(one’s) outlook on life,” and to “be
prepared for the unexpected.”
He related his struggles with
Meniere’s disease, which causes
hearing loss.
“Being a lifelong learner ... (is)
the best defense strategy we have,”
Tripp said.
He admitted his dislike, though,
for the concept of “last lecture,”
instead choosing to give more of a
mid-career or mid-life lecture.
Cross estimated more than 200
people were in attendance, which
was a pleasant surprise, as she was
only expecting 150.
Kilboume concluded his speech
by sharing one final piece of advice
with students: “Walk through those
doors. Take those risks.”
otman @ lanthorn jcom

More than caps, gowns offered at GradFest
Outside vendors also have tables, such as Young
Professionals Organization, which can give tips on appropriate
business attire, she said.
As with any life change, the transition fmm college to the
GradFest is not limited to students graduating in December.
business world or to graduate sch<x>l can be a difficult one. Their parents can also attend and purchase diploma frames
I^ast year,Grand Valley State University began to address this or alumni apparel as graduation presents, Earley added. The
problem in new ways with GradFest.
s<x>n-to-graduate class of Winter 2(X)9 can also attend to
GradFest is a celebratory event for graduating students, see whether they are in the right place for when they leave
which also provides them with service items, said Mindy college.
Earley, assistant director of Alumni Relations. Students can
Kyle Douglass, assistant store manager of the University
get everything for commencement - caps, gowns and tickets B(x)k Store, said historically, GradFest has been used for the
- as well as alumni apparel purchased
distribution ofcaps.gow nsandcommencement
from the b<x>kstore's vendor table.
tickets,as well as for the verification of diploma
“We
want
to
Additionally, students are welcome to
information. last year, a formal committee
make one of
visit various fxxtfhs to learn more about
was formed to create a more celebratory
life after graduation, Earley added.
GradFest with more opportunities for learning
the last campus
On Wednesday, graduates had the
and future socialization.
engagements really
opportunity to have their needs met and
Many organizations thnxigh<xit campus
their questions answered in the Kirkhot
come together to make GradFest a successful
memorable...”
Center. Tcxiay, GradFest will be held in
event based (Mi sponsorship and donations,
the Student Project Area I25C on the
which in turn leads toa srrxxith commencement
Pew Campus.
MINDY EARLEY
ceremony, Douglass said.
At the financial aid table, graduates
ALUMNI RELATIONS
GradFest also provides refreshments, and
receive information about paying back
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
individual tables will have small giveaways.
student loans, while the Alumni Relations
The event will draw two grand prize
booth invites students to join the alumni
winners, Earley said. Attendees carry a
association to stay connected with peers after college. In passport, collecting stickers firwn major LxxXhs at GradFest.
particular. Alumni Relations will speak abextt the young Prizes include $25 gift certificates to the bookstore, $25
alumni program, which allows new graduates to network and restaurant gift certificates and alumni apparel
s<x:ialize with their age group. Earley said.
Students can also take low-cost formal or fun photographs,
University Development is also present to encourage using regular backdrops or GVSU-themed props such as
students to consider giving back to GVSU through the Iaxiie the leaker, which will be provided.
Student legacy Scholarship.
“We want to make <xie of the last campus engagements
“Students can come to GradFest so they don’t have to go really memorable and to help students feel like they arc
to different departments," Earley said. “They can come here prepared for the future." Earley said.
and can utilize everything that’s on site that day
Students can come to purchase a cap and gown, then
By Susie Skowronek
GVL Staff Writer

GVI / Brittany Jacques

Commencement preparation: Jamie Harrington, an accounting
major, picks up her cap and gown at the GradFest Wednesday.

leave. But they ccxjld also learn how to tie a tie. leam about
the alumni association, purchase a class ring or take a photo.
“At GradFest. students can do a little or a lot," she said. “It
all depends on what they are UxJring for.”
Graduating senior Chris Farrar is planning to attend
GradFest. A German major, Farrar plans to teach English
in Germany or Austria next year. He intended to go only to
pick up his cap, gown and commencement tickets, but did not
know about the additional resources available to students.
As for commencement itself, students can expect smooth
proceedings as the GradFest committee prepares for the final
ceremony.
sskowmnek®lanthorn com

Back in the states, the only
professional soccer games I
have ever seen on TV were
between European teams.
Of course, I am not a die
hard soccer fan, but I have
never once seen an American
team play at a national or
international level. Now
that 1 have been immersed
in a culture obsessed with
“calcio,” 1 think it is a pity
we do not have this similarity
with the rest of the world.
Achieving 100 years of
anything is a good reason to
celebrate, but this year has
been even more memorable
for Lecce’s soccer team, as
they finally made it back
into the Series A league
(right along side Milan,
Roma, Inter, Juventus, etc.).
During the last few months,
if conversation did not focus
on the American elections and
Barack Obama, it was sure
to include something about
soccer (“calcio” in Italian).
Last week was particularly
festive. The streets were
full of red and yellow Lecce
memorabilia, and the level
of excitement in the air was
remarkably high as Milan
arrived to battle it out with
the Salentini in the 36j000
seat stadium. Each Italian
soccer team has a group of
“Ultras” who are the fans
known for beyond-normal
enthusiasm for their team
(often associated with the
hooligans and rioters). The
Salentini Ultras were allowed
early access to the stadium
to set up their red and yellow
banners and group displays in
the upper balcony of the north
curve, and extra security was
positioned on the outskirts of
the section.
Much like our student
sections at university
sporting events, these wellorganized groups never sit
during the game and shout
continuous chants throughout
the duration of the match.
Lecce has a particularly large
Ultra group that trickles
into the rest of the stadium
recognizable by the special
red and yellow scarves or
flags they wave in time with
their shouts. Here in Italy,
it is the atmosphere the
Ultras bring to the stadium
that makes seeing the game
live as opposed to on TV a
special experience.
Sitting below the ralliers
and die-hard fans in the north
curve was breathtaking. Like
the enveloping sound of a
choir singing in a vaulted
cathedral, sitting amidst the
chorus of voices chanting
phrases in dialect and
taunting back and forth with
the fans of Milan gave me
goose bumps. Thousands of
voices united in rhythmic
chants like, “Te Lecce
simu simu, la la la la la la,
e addunca sciamu sciamu,
la la la la la la, lu culu bu
spaccamu, la la la la la la, lu
core nui bu tamu, la la la la la
la" echoing in low and high
tones, reverberating on the
misty air and shaking your
insides like a war scream or
rolling of thunderous drums.
When Lecce scored the
game-tying goal in overtime,
the stadium shook with
excitement as fans poured
down the cement steps to
the iron fence to scream
praise to their players. The
barbed wire twisted, though
the metal did not stop some
Ultras from climbing to hang
from the top and cheer their
team on.
Aside from the fact that
Milan did not completely
wipe Lecce out. being in
the midst of the extreme
excitement and notable
dedication to the team made
this a memorable 100th
birthday celebration.
lakerlife @ lanthorn jcom
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Writing Center aids students throughout writing process
Center offers
extended hoars
for students at
semester's end
By Lauren Sibula
GVL Laker Life Editor

Writing a paper can be similar to
a death sentence.
After a certain point of writing,
a writer may begin to go cross-eyed
and want to throw their paper out of
a window.
With 55 consultants, the
Frederick Meijer Writing Center
provides assistance in any stage of
the writing process for all Grand
Valley State University students.
“Anybody can benefit from
having a pair of fresh eyes on their
writing,” said Ellen Schendel,
director of the Writing Center.
Writing Center consultants are
trained to be gixxi readers and help
writers think about why they wrote
what they did and to help with
things such as grammar, mechanics

stop by in person Tools such
and citation rules, Schendel added.
The consultants assist with as Grammar Chat help students
brainstorming ideas, organizing with quick grammar, punctuation
content,
paraphrasing
or or citation questions. Students
summarizing research from various can send questions through AOI.
sources, polishing a final draft and Instant Messenger to the username
correctly documenting sources, GVSU Wtg Ctr or through Yahoo!
according to the center’s Web site.
Messenger to the usemameGVSU_
“We begin looking at a paper’s Writing Center for fast responses.
The Writing Center’s Web
content, organization, development
and focus, and we try to focus on site.
http://www.gvsu.edu/wc.
also provides beneficial
those larger
resources for students
issues
first
“Anybody can
who are unable to obtain
before
we
’
1
narrow down
assistance in person. The
benefit from
site includes handouts for
and focus in on
having a pair
common writing errors,
grammar and
mechanical
ideas
for
combating
of fresh eyes on
issues,” said
writer’s
bkx:k
and
their writing.”
Michelle
suggestions for personal
revision.
Sanchez,
ELLEN SCHENDEL
a
graduate
“If you are someone
WRITING CENTER
assistant
who has subject/verb
DIRECTOR
and
writing
agreement issues, you
consultant for
might read through looking
the Writing Center.
only for those errors,” Schendel
Not only do consultants provide said. “Do multiple readings of your
feedback inside the center, but text and isolate what you’re looking
they also help students who cannot for."

Since the center sees an increase
in students toward the end of each
semester, in addition to regular
drop-in hours at each campus
location, they are ottering Writing
Right Where You Are during the last
week of the semester. Consultants

will work with students Monday
through Wednesday Dec. 1,2 and
3 in Java City in Kleiner Commons
from 7 to 10 p.m. and in Zumberge
Library from 7 to 9 p.m.
Consultants will also offer
evening hours in North C Dec. 7,

8 and 9 from 7 to 10 pju. during
exam week.
Toavoid waiting in line,students
can call and schedule a 30 minute
appointment with a consultant.
lakerlife® lanthorn xotn
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Writer's block: Writing consultant Santa Barber helps Kate Butler perfect her paper in the Writing Center in a past year The Writing
Center will offer extended hours during the week before exam week as well as during exam week

chools of Hope promote child literacy
By Brittney Mestdagh
GVL Staff Writer

The test scores of Grand Rapids
Public Schools are below other
schools in Kent County, but one
program is helping students catch
up to others in the area.
Schools of Hope is a non
profit organization sponsored by
the United Way to help improve
literacy in GRPS. Volunteers
mentor children between first and
third grade for 30 minutes each
week.
“Kids learn to read by third
grade, and then in fourth they read
to learn," said Elizabeth Nieboer.
an AmeriCorps VISTA.
VISTAs are stationed at area
schools to assist with recruiting
and literacy activities. Nieboer
noted many children entering
kindergarten are not at the beginning
literacy level they should be by that
age. The program targets children
progressing through elementary
school by assisting them in building
strengths in reading.
“Teachers at the schools
determine which students need
more one-on-one attention,” said
Allison Huyck, an AmeriCorps
VISTA.
During the half hour, the student
and volunteer pick out a Ixxik to fit
the student's grade level. Fifteen to
20 minutes are then spent reading
the book with the student reading to
the tutor, or echo reading, where the
tutor reads a line with the student
repeating it, Nieboer said.
Tutors come once a week and
always work with the same child,
•l but the child will have multiple
tutors throughout the week, she
added. The program requires a one
year commitment, but a semester is
. acceptable for college students.

Volunteers attend a mandatory
two-hour training session and fill
out a background check. They can
also request to work at any of the 14
schools participating, Huyck said.
“Schools of Hope sets up tutors
where they want to go,” said
Jill Warren, Grand Valley State
University English professor.
Students in her English 308
class are required to tutor as part
of the curriculum. It is a four hour,
weekly class where three hours are
spent in lecture and one hour in
service learning outside of class.
Many of her students tutor at
Sibley Elementary or Shawmut
Hills Elementary because it is right
off the bus line and close to the Pew
Campus parking garage. Almost 90
percent of the students attending
these schools are living in poverty.
Ashley I .amp tutors at Shawmut
Hills Elementary, but not for class
credit or because she is an education
student.
“I tutor because it is extremely
satisfying to help young students
learn to read," she said.
GVSU and other universities
are not the only ones participating
in this program. Many businesses
do as well.
“It is a great opportunity to give
back," said Sue Sloop, coordinator
of the Work Life Connections
Program in GVSU’s human
resources department.
She helps recruit faculty and
staff for the program to get children
thinking about going to college
someday.
Schools of Hope is hoping
to meet its increasing student
enrollment with 2j(XX) volunteers.
Those interested in being a part
of improving literacy in the
Grand Rapids community can

e-mail Schools of Hope at soh@
waybettemnitedway.org.
btnestdagh @ lanthorn x <>m

ThurSday-saturday

Monday-Wednesday

11:30 a.m.-3:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.- 9:00p.m.

CLOSED SUNDAY

CATERING AVAILABLE

Courtesy Photo / www.chrlc.vk.gov

Reading: Schools of Hope is a non-profit
organization sponsored by the United Way
to help improve children’s literacy in the
Grand Rapids Public Schools
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Men's basketball weathers Storm
Taking on Lake Erie College Tuesday. Lakers win
65-63 with two seconds of game time remaining

Tafler chosen as ESPN
All-American of the Year

By Grant Wieman
GVL Staff Writer

Katy Tafler, a senior
forward on the Grand Valley
State University women’s
soccer team, continued to add
to her trophy case Tuesday
by being named the ESPN
the Magazine Academic AllAmerican of the Year.
Tafler was also selected
to the College Division
Academic All-American First
Team, while junior defender
Natalja Stanski earned second
team honors.
Tafler has 20 goals and
13 assists this season for a
career total of 114 goals and
41 assists for 269 points — all
school records.
The two-time
national
player of the year also
maintains a 3.91 grade point
average as a biomedical
sciences major.
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Net reach: GVSU senior Bobby Tiernan jumps to make a rim shot during the basketball game
against Lake Erie College on Tuesday. The GVSU men's basketball team improved their record
to 2-0 with a 65-63 win against Lake Erie.
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Point guard Jerret Smith transferred
to Grand Valley State University having
blocked five shots in three seasons at the
University of Michigan.
None were as big as the senior’s first
season as a leaker.
With the leakers leading l>ake Erie
College 65-63 with two seconds remaining.
Smith blocked a three-point attempt that
would have given GVSU its first regularseason loss since February' 2007.
“It wasa tough game -a learning game,”
said GVSU head coach Ric Wesley. “I told
the team, ‘Take a deep breath. We’re going
to have a lot of tight games, and we’ll be
better because of this game.’”
GVSU jumped out to a 37-20 halftime
lead, but saw it disappear as quickly as it
came.
Lake Erie went on a 33-12 mn to start
the second half, and led by four with 6:52
left to play.
“A team like that you really can’t sleep
on,” said senior Pete T rammell. “With their
ty pe of play they can get back in a game
when you’re down."
The leaker’s defense, which had been
key in building the first-half lead, was
porous after the break.
Wesley said this lax defensive play
allowed the Storm to get easy baskets and
gave them a chance to set up traps.
To counter Lake Erie’s trapping, the
Lakers played with a five-guard lineup for
the final seven minutes of the game.
The teams had played to a 59-59 tie with
1:46 left when sophomore K’l>en Morris
hit a three-point shot from the comer and
gave the Lakers the lead for good.
“That’s what they brought me here for,”
Morris said. “When the ball hit my hand (I
was thinking), that’s what I’m here for.’’’
After trading free throws, the Storm
dosed the lead to one point on a jump shot
from senior John Dickinson.
With 17 seconds left, Trammell took a
forced turnover after taking an offensive
foul. After the inbounds pass, he was sent

to the line with a chance to finish the game,
but the senior missed both free throws.
"That’s why you’ve got 30 games.”
Trammell said. "Any other chance I get.
I’ll knock them down.”
Freshman Alvin Stores tapped the loose
rebound out of bounds oft' a l.ake Erie
player, and after the inbound, split a pair
from the line.
"We had some guys step up and make
some huge plays when the game was on
the line, and in dose games that’s what
you’ve got to have happen,” Wesley said.
“That’s the way our season is going to go.
I think we'll have a lot of tight games, and
hopefully our late game execution will be
gtxxl enough that we’ll win more than our
fair share.”
Morris, who, like Smith, transferred to
GVSU from the University of Michigan, is
looking forward to the rest of the season.
“I’m proud of our team, the way we
handled it,” he said. “We Ux>k that challenge
and ran with it. We fought back, and we
fought their run and finished it off.”
Kwienum@ lanthorn jcom
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Passing defense: Sophomore K'Len Moms
breaks through a Lake Erie defensive player
during the basketball game on Tuesday.

Lakers prepare for Eagle reunion
By Brian Beaupied

Schedule

GVL Sports editor

Chuck Martin walked across the field following the
leakers 48-42 come-from-behind win against Ashland
University Oct. 25 and told Eagles head coach Lee Owens

Friday
— W. Soccer vs. WisconsinParkside at 1:30 p.m.
— W. Basketball at Kentucky
Wesleyan at 4 p.m.
— W. Volleyball vs.
Northwood at 7:30 p.m.
— M. & W. Swim and Dive
At Doug Coers Invitational
(Ball State) at 6 p.m.

Saturday
— Football vs. Ashland at
1 p.m.
— W. Basketball at Drury at
4 p.m.
— M. Cross Country
at NCAA National
Championships at noon
— W. Cross Country
at NCAA National
Championships at 1:15 p.m.
— M. & W. Swim and Dive at
Doug Coers Invitational
(Ball State) at 9 a m.

GVL Archive / Brian B Sevald

Dodging Eagles: Blake Smolen runs the ball downfield
during a past game against Ashland. The Lakers will face
Ashland again this Saturday in Lubbers Stadium at 1 p.m

he would see him in four weeks.
are going to throw at us,” Victor said. "We have a bad taste
Tme to his word, the Grand Valley State University head in our mouth about last game and we’re going to go out
coach will lead the leakers against the Eagles in the second and play with some more intensity.”
round of the NCAA Division II playoffs on Saturday at
GVSU will need to use a dominant pass rush to get to
Lubbers Stadium.
GLIAC Offense Player of the Year, Ashland quarterback
“I said, ‘I’ll see you in about four weeks,”' Martin said. Billy Cundiflf.
“I told their coach that. I told (Joe) Horn that and I told
However, the leakers may have to do so without the
everyone that."
school’s all-time sack leader, defensive lineman Dan
But it is not just Martin's prophecies that are getting the Skuta.
attention between the two GLIAC rivals.
Skuta’s older brother passed away in his sleep Monday,
On Tuesday, Horn, an Ashland wide
and his playing status for Saturday is not
receiver, said the leakers were afraid to face
“I said, Til see you in known.
Ashland a second time.
The leakers are coming off a bye week
about four weeks." I
“ We sti 11 feel 1 ike they sti 11 ha ven' t figurcd
which has helped with nagging injuries.
out what hit 'em up there,” Horn said in the
Senior offensive lineman Sam Allen
told their coach that,
Ashland Times-Gazette. “We know our
and junior safety Jacob McGuckin
I told (Joe) Horn that
defense is going to make the adjustments to
have had time to rest and heal from
give us even more opportunities to score on
their injuries. Allen has been battling
and I told
them. From what I’ve heard, they’re scared
with severe turf toe while McGuckin
everyone that.”
to play us again.”
is recovering from a minor knee
procedure.
Martin disagreed.
CHUCK MARTIN
“We'll be pretty confident when we take
Allen will play on Saturday while
GVSU HEAD COACH
McGuckin is expected to suit up.
the field," he said. “You use anything you
can for motivation, certainly when other
"He’s coming along,” Martin said.
kids say something like that we’ll use it
“We’ve got our fingers crossed. We
for motivation. From the way the last game went, it was think he’s going to be able to play, we’re counting on him
a tight game and obviously either team could have won it. to play.”
Obviously both defenses are going to show up with a chip
Junior quarterback Brad Iciek said the break was
something the team looks forw ard to at this time of year.
on their shoulders.”
Though Horn exploited the leaker secondary for 12
“Resting up was the big thing we needed, and we need
catches. 183 yards and two touchdowns, sophomore that every year this time of year." he said. “We know this
linebacker Justin Victor said the leakers will be more time of year you have to eliminate mistakes. We just have
prepared this time around.
to clean everything up this week.”
“We’re not going to change much, we know what they
sports® lanthorn jcom

Women’s basketball sails past Lake Erie 65-51
By Emanuel Johnson
GVL Staff Writer

With its first win already under its
belt, the Grand Valley State University
women’s basketball team set out to take

Taking charge: Freshman Rachel Woodruff
excels past her rookie status as a Laker by
passing through the defensive line of Lake Erie
College during the Tuesday game

a second consecutive victory against a
non-conference opponent in I xtke Erie
College.
Although the leakers were able
to beat the Storm 65-51 on Tuesday,
the Storm proved to be a much more
resilient opponent than the Lakers’ last
competition.
GVSU opened up the game with two
consecutive jumpers from sophomore
forward Kara Crawford to put the team up
by four. The Storm was only able to muster
up a few free throws after Crawford’s
buckets, but the team immediately set up
a full-court trap defense after its points.
lake Erie continued to set up the trap
after every point it scored for the entire
game in order to put pressure on the I aker
offense.
“We try to attack with the full-court
trap, the half-court press and the full-court
man-to-man,” said lake Erie head coach
Bob Booher. “I figure I'm going to play
about 10 kids, and they’re going to have to
keep up with what we’re doing.”
But the lakers had no problem slicing
through the Storm defense as GVSU
head coach Janel Burgess said she fully
expected the team to switch to the trap.

“We knew that they were going to gave the lakers all the momentum they
do that, and our kids for the most part would need to put the game away.
Van Tiflin finished with a game-high
handled it pretty well," she said. “1 think
we struggled a bit once that switched to a
13 points and five rebounds after missing
1 -3-1, but overall we were able to play out Sunday’s game with a concussion suffered
of it.'"
in practice.
After 10 minutes
“I was definitely
“... I was just a little
in the first half,
nervous," she said. “It
apprehensive in the
was great to know that
GVSU led lake Erie
12-10, but the lakers
I had my teammates
beginning hoping that
around me to support
combined great ball
I wouldn't have to
me, but 1 was just a
movement with tough
and relentless defense
little apprehensive in the
dive into the bleachers
beginning hoping that
to go on a 24-8 run
and get another
that put the lakers up
I wouldn’t have to dive
into
the bleachers and get
36-18 at halftime.
(concussion).”
another (concussion)."
But the second half
I^ke Erie was carried
did not go as sm<x>thly
ELIZABETH VAN TIFLIN
by freshman forward
for the I akers as they
GVSU SOPHOMORE
Jennifer Caiola with 12
watched their lead
points, but her minutes
slip. After taking an
18 point lead into the half, and going up were limited due to a nagging ankle
by as much as 21 points, the lakers found injury she suffered at the beginning of the
themselves up by only 10 points with 10 season.
Burgess said her team is starting to take
minutes to play.
The Storm hung in. but a three-pointer a grasp of what she wants as a coach.
“They know what we expect," she said.
from sophomore forward Elizabeth Van
Tiflin followed by a steal from freshman “They know that there’ll be challenges
guard Emma Vcach and a Van Tiflin layup ahead for them and they’re not always

• • ••
I
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Leading lady: Sophomore Kara Crawford got
the momentum going and started the Laker lead
by scoring the first four points against Lake Erie
College at Tuesday night's home game

going to be easy. They could have folded
w ith 10 minutes to go when we were only
up by 10. but they found a way to open it
back up and make it a 14-point game.”
The team will now travel to Missouri
where it will wrap up the last of its
non-conference matchups at the Drury
Tournament this weekend.
ejohnson @ lanthorn rom
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Lanthorn staff go
head to head with
their selections for
College Football
Brian Beaupied

Matt Kuzawa

Rich-Rod said some
Michigan fans need to
get a life, it will only get
worse when he loses to
Ohio State.

Michigan (3-8,2-5) at
Ohio State (9-2,6-1)

This really hurts me, but
it just was not meant to be
this year.

OSU 33, U of M 10

OSU 38, U of M 17

No. 15 MSU (9-2,6-1) at
No. 8 Penn St. (10-1,6-1)

Jared Green leaf

Grant Wieman

The Wolverines will
If they’re going to beat
Pryor, isn’t this the year? keep it close, but look for
Laurinaitis, Jenkins and the
I think they’ve been
Buckeye defense to take
holding something back
over in the second half.
on offense. I hope.

U of M 25, OSU 18

OSU 31, U of M 17
Two weeks of preparation
will not be enough for the
Spartans as the Nittany Lion
front seven hold Ringer to
less than 100 yards rushing.

Penn State was my
preseason Big Ten
favorite, and they’ll be
champs on Saturday.

The Spartans can be
proud of a very successful
season but they are not the
top team in the Big Ten.

PSU 34, MSU 27

PSU 27, MSU 17

1 had some line of
reasoning giving MSU
the Big Ten title. But
Penn State is actually a
good team.

PSU 35, MSU 31

PSU 27, MSU 16

I keep picking against
Tech., only for them to
prove me wrong. I will be
impressed if they can pull
this one off.

With the first pick in
the 2009 NFL Draft,
the Detroit Lions select
Michael Crabtree, wide
receiver, Texas Tech.

It has been a magical
season for the Red Raiders
but unfortunately it comes
to an end in Norman, as
quarterback Sam Bradford
has a big day throwing the
ball OKLA 34, TTU 31

No. 2 Texas Tech. (10-0,
6-0) at No. 5
Oklahoma (9-1,5-1)

Texas Tech, is more balanced
than what people give them
credit. They’ve run for 100
yards or more in seven games
(two last year) and are one
of the best at protecting the
quarterback.

TTU 44, OKLA 42

OKLA 31, TTU 28

TTU 45, OKLA 31

No. 14 BYU (10-1,6-1)
at No. 7 Utah (11-0,7-0)

BYU is one of the more
underrated teams in the
nation, and better than
Utah to boot.

Do you think Utah
supports Obama’s
comments pushing for a
playoff system?

BYU has struggled in four
of their last five games.

BYU 28, UTAH 27

UTAH 28, BYU 20

No. 23 Miami (7-3,4-2) at
Georgia Tech. (7-3,4-2)

I'm riding the Hurricane
bandwagon.

MIAMI 23, GT 21

The U has its swagger
back. For good? Not
sure, but at least for
another week.

MIAMI 31, GT 21

UTAH 35, BYU 25

Miami might be the only
team trying to win the
ACC.

MIAMI 22, GT 16

Quarterback Max Hall has 34
touchdowns on the season and
3,4fX) yards passing. 1 like the
Cougars to spoil the Utes BCS
dream in an old-fashioned
shootout. BYU 44, UTAH 37
Miami’s defense has been stout
allowing only 14 points a game
in three big wins against Wake
Forest, Vitginia and Virginia
Tech. Expect that to continue.

MIAMI 23, GT 17

Last Week

4-1

1-4

3-2

Record

9-11

10-10

16-4

Wisconsin-Parkside, GVSU share defensive mindset
Vfomen s soccer team to
head to round three of
NCAA Tournament
By Matt Kuzawa
GVI. Senior Reporter

As the No. 1-ranked women’s soccer
tc^na takes the Held Friday in the third
of the NCAA Tournament, they face
a siflularly undefeated team in WisconsinPvgside
I^ven though they did not qualify for
thftoumament the past two years. Grand
Valley State University head coach Dave
DQanni said Wisconsin-Parkside (17-0-2)
is mentally strong team, winning a lot
oFahe-goal games. But the leakers (22-0)
havfc won seven one-goal games of their
owij this season.
““They’ve actually been more successful
than us in the past 10 years ” Dilanni said.
“They’re a very defensive focused team.”
While the leakers have 19 shutouts

the season. I think it speaks to how good
of a defensive team we are as a unit, not
necessarily what I do as an individual.”
The Lakers defense benefits from a
group of forwards and midfielders, that
includes five 2(X)8 All-GLIAC players, and
a last line of defense in senior goalkeeper
Kristina Nasturzio.
“There has been a lot of times where
we break down defensively and Kristina
(Nasturzio) comes up big and saves our
butts,” Stanski said. “The ball doesn’t get
to us very often because it’s up (with the
forwards) a lot.so I think it’s very important
to have a good supporting staff to help us
out.”
With both sides of the ball playing well,
Nasturzio has not faced many shots this
year, which she said is something that does
not matter to her.
“It’s a team thing, it’s not an individual
thing,” she said. “I think it would be more
exciting for me to face more shots but
for the team it’s better that I don’t. But
obviously it feels good to not have goals

this season, with only four goals against,
Wisconsin-Parkside has shut out 14 of their
17 opponents, and allowed only five goals.
After losing three starting defenders to
graduation from last year’s team, GVSU
began this season inexperienced in the
backticld. However, switching junior
Natalja Stanski from a midfielder to
defense gave the Lakers a vocal leader in
the backfield.
“She’s a role model for our girls and
really cares about the team,” Dilanni said.
“She spent two years playing part-time
minutes in the midfield so she understands
what it means to be selfless. She doesn’t
like the spotlight.”
Stanski received some spotlight after
being named the GUAC Defensive Player
of the Year, while anchoring the secondranked scoring defense in Division II.
though she credited her teammates for the
individual award.
“It’s obviously an honor, being my first
year back there.” she said. “It’s certainly
something I didn’t expect coming into

scored on me."
Though it is rare, the more shots
Nasturzio faces, the better she is, Dilanni
added.
“When she's not very busy its tough
for any goalie in 20-degree weather to stay
focused.” he said.
Nasturzio may not receive the same
individual recognition on a strong team as
she would if forced to make more saves on
a weaker team, but Dilanni said she would
also probably let in more goals.
When asked if she would still be as
dominant of a goalkeeper on a weaker
team, Nasturzio smiled.
“It’s hard to say,” she said. “Obviously
there would be more shots and goals, but
hopefully the save percentages would be
about the same.”
The Lakers will host Wisconsin-Parkside
at 1:30 p.m. on Friday in the Midwest
Region Championship. The winner will
then advance to face the Central Region
champion on Sunday.
mku:xiwa@ lanthorn rom
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Push to shove: GVSU defender No 2 Amber
Bloem tries to keep the ball away from a
Quincey University player in the playoff game
on Sunday in Allendale, Mich. GVSU women's
soccer will play Wisconsin-Parkside at 1 30 p.m.
on Friday in the Midwest Region Championship

Volleyball warms up for national tournament
By Kenneth Cotto
GVL Staff Writer

On Friday Lauren Reber and
Katey Crichton will warm up like
they do before every game.
But it is not a typical warm up.
They will take a volleyball and
test how long they can bump it back

Courtesy Photo / Jeremiah Schrader

Power: Junior Katey Crichton spikes
the ball during Sunday's game against
Saginaw Valley The Lakers took the
GLIAC Championship with a 3-1 win.

and forth before it hits the ground.
Only it is not with their arms, but
rather with their heads, and it has
become a tradition.
“We have done it ever since our
freshman year.” Reber said. “It gets
us focused in and moving our feet.
Our record is 305.”
The two offensive hitters of
the Grand Valley State University
volleyball team, who are also
roommates, stay relaxed four days
before the start of the Midwest
Regional Tournament on Friday
when they face off against
Northwood University.
With a possibility of playing
against three tough teams in two
days, Reber is making sure she
rests.
“This is a time when fitness
comes in," she said. “We have to
prepare by taking care of ourselves
and getting a lot of sleep.”
But the leakers make sure they
do not sleep too much as preparation
for Northwood started at Monday’s
practice.
Although the team swept
Northwood 3-0 when the two
teams met in early September,
the leakers arc not making the
mistake of underestimating the
Timberwolves.
“They will probably be a lot

different,” said GVSU head coach arc on the fkxjr diving to keep the
Deanne Scanlon. “We can’t get ball alive.
Ironically, the offensive hitters
ahead of ourselves.”
play an essential
Reber
and
Crichton may not
“The competition is role in the team’s
defense.
rack up 15 kills a
that much tougher
The defense
game but most of
has to be ready
because everyone
their contributions
to dig balls that
to the team are not
knows that it could
can be spiked
statistics seen on a
be their last game.” at them at high
box score.
speeds. Reber and
“'rhey do a lot
KATEY CRICHTON
Crichton
make
of quiet, behindGVSU SENIOR
sure they continue
the-scenes
type
encouraging each
stuff that goes
other while doing
unnoticed,”
Scanlon said. "They arc the unsung
“I will say a joke to (Reber) to
heroes of the team”
While middle blockers Danielle try and lighten the mood,” Crichton
Alexander and Rebeccah Rapin said. “We go through the same
tally the points. Reber and Crichton ups and downs playing the same
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position so we arc gtxxl at getting
each other out of our funk.”
It is this motivation that allows
the pair to reduce errors.
“Every point is scored because
somelxxly made a mistake,”
Scanlon said. “You have to learn to
not fex-us on the error but focus on
the next play."
In fact, the leakers are making
sure they do not get too complacent
during each and every play. Starting
Friday, a loss means an end to the
season.
“'Phe competition is that much

tougher because everyone knows
that it could be their last game."
Crichton said.
Reber will keep this in mind as
this is her last year.
“You want to go out on top," she
said. “You want to do the best you
can and leave your mark.”
And while the leakers’ singular
goal is to beat Northwtxxl. Reber
and Crichton have one more thing
they have to do.
And that is beat their 305-head
bump record.
kt ■otto @ lanthorn corn
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The Mighty Narwhale to perform on campus
By Jessica Pawlowski
GVL Senior Reporter

The Mighty Narwhale has
gone from a band created out of
boredom to a band playing with
the likes of Hie Rocket Summer
and Dirty on Purpose.
The band will perform Friday
night in Grand Valley State
University’s Kirkhof Center for
the Splash Bash sponsored by
GVSU’s student-run radio station
The Whale.
T he Mighty Narwhale consists
of seven members: Collin Bailey,
Kyle Colter, Will Hberhardt, Jef
McClimans, Dustin Meyer, Jon
Pataky and Rei Robinson.
Three years ago, Eberhardt and
Pataky put together two songs,
and after a positive response to
the recordings, decided
a band should
be formed.
They
held

open auditions at practices and
the band eventually settled to the
current seven members.
“I’ve been involved in music
my entire life,” Bailey said, who
is also a GVSU student. “When
the opportunity arose I said, 'Why
not do it?’”
Most of the members of The
Mighty Narwhale are from Grand
Rapids and their ages range from
22 to 25. Eberhardt and Pataky,
the latter who has always had an
obsession with narwhales, came
up with the name of the band
when it was just the two of them.
The Mighty Narwhale released
their first CD, “A Ship Without A
Country, A Mast Without A Sail,”
on Oct. 18.
“We’ve really taken our time
with this,” Bailey said. “We didn’t
want to rush.”

McClimans’ living room and
within GVSU’s Fine Arts Center.
Although
Pataky
began
writing most of the band’s music,
there is not one single songwriter
within the band. Pataky said
every member has equal input
and members bring in ideas, on
which the band then expands.
He described the style of the
band as progressive power pop.
The band members play a variety
of instruments including guitar,
drums, accordion, organ, piano,
trombone and violin, which Colter
said makes the band unique.
“We don’t strive to sound like
any one group,” he said.
Bailey agreed.
“It would be weird to sit down
and be like, ‘let’s sound like this
band,’” she added
The
band usually
performs in
the Grand
Rapids and
Detroit areas, but
they have also performed
in the Upper Peninsula and
Chicago.
Pataky said it does not get old
playing in Grand Rapids, but it
seems safe and it is important the
band plays in other areas to “get
out there.”
However. Bailey said with so
many band members it is hard
to travel. The band has to use
one car just to carry equipment
and another car for the band
members.
The Mighty Narwhale has
played with many bands including
The Rocket Summer, Dirty on
Purpose, Mason Proper, Great
I.akes Myth Society and The
Show Is The Rainbow.
Pataky, Colter and Bailey said
the c(X)lest band they have played
with is Danielson, who has also
performed with Sufjan Stevens.
Bands they aspire to play with

are TTie Decemberists and Arcade
Fire.
Pataky said his main musical
inspiration has been Bruce
Springsteen and he would love to
one day play with him.
“If I could reach into a hat
and magically pull out a name (to
play with), it would be Bruce,” he
said.
Something people may not
know about The Mighty Narw hale
is all of the band members love to
dance and goof around, Bailey
said. Pataky is a big Madonna fan.

and they all love JustinTimberlake.
Many members also have musical
theater backgrounds.
Pataky, Colter and Bailey said
as a band, they still have goals and
things they want to accomplish.
Pataky wants the band to get
on a label to travel and see other
places. He said he also wants
the band to go to Europe. Bailey
and Colter said they want to just
continue performing shows and
writing songs.
“We always want to make
music of some sort,” Pataky said.

“We all have a common need to
create.”
»;
For more information on
the band or for a schedule of'
upcoming shows visit http://www.
myspace.com/mightynarwhale.
“A Ship Without A Country,
A Mast Without A Sail” can be
purchased for $10 at shows, |
Vertigo Music on Division
Avenue, the Comer Record
Shop on Chicago Drive and
various Schuler Books & Music
locations.
jpaulowski® lanthorn com

Courtesy Photo / Collin Bailey

Local talent: The Mighty Narwhale is a seven-member progressive pop band with lots of orchestral elements. Band membersfront to back: Colin Bailey, Rei Robinson, Kyle Colter, Jon Pataky, William Eberhardt, Jef McClimans and Dustin Meyer.

First open mic night heats up Area 51;
By Erika Stack
GV7. Staff Writer

The room was hot, but students
braved the temperature to fill
every seat in Area 51 for Spotlight
Productions’ first Open Mic Night
on Tuesday, leaving some people to
watch from the doorway.
Starting next semester, the event
will occur once a month, offering
students the chance to have the stage
to themselves for 15 minutes. All it
takes is a Web site sign up.
“(Tuesday's) event was sort of a
trial run to see how successful it would
be,” said Alicia Dembinski, Spotlight
Production’s Music Committee chair.
“By participating, performers have
the opportunity to get their name
out on campus and promote their
music.”
Tuesday’s audiences saw eight
acts, each performing covers of
songs or original pieces they wrote
themselves or with their bands.
And they got to indulge in some
free juice, cookies and cupcakes in
the process.
"We even have some students who
are already interested in performing
at the next (event),” Dembinski
said. “The turnout was better than
expected, which I’m sure is in part
due to the offering of free food —

college students love free food.”
One performance consisted of a
Still, the allure of free music guitarist accompanied by two singers
trumped the snacks for many who promised the audience a song
students.
worthy of a parental advisory label,
“I just came for the music, it’s warning those easily offended to
nice to have these kinds of events for “cover their ears.”
students,” said senior Goran Micic,
Another male guitarist asked
an audience member. “It’s too bad a female vocalist to join him in
(the event) is only once a month, covering “Lucky” by Jason Mraz and
though. I’m definitely coming back Colbie Caillat.
Yet another duo
again.”
harmonized to EagleFirst to take the
“There are a lot of
Eye Cherry’s popular
stage was sophomore
geology
major
“Save Tonight.”
creative and talented
Matthew
Boike,
“Overall, Spotlight
students on this
was very pleased with
armed
with
only
campus and we
acoustic guitar and
the success of its
first Open Mic Night
his voice.
want to give them an
and we are looking
Boike said he has
opportunity to share
played
in
“really
forward to working
with Area 51 next
random places” all
their talent...”
semester so that we
over the state in the
can incorporate it into
past, but plans to
ALICIA DEMBINSKI
Kirkhof programming
return to play Open
SPOTLIGHT PRODUCTION S
and create a new
Mic Night again.
MUSIC COMMITTEE CHAIR
“It’s
a
really
campus
tradition,”
Dembinski
said.
good time, sharing
the love of music
“There are a lot of
with everyone,” Boike said. “If I’m creative and talented students on this
allowed to come back, I would love campus and we want to give them an
opportunity to share their talent with
to.”
Boike played a set of three original their peers.”
Area 51, located in the lower
songs.
Not every act was solo, though. level of the Kirkhof Center on the

GVL Archive / Nicole Somerville ^

Campus chords: Valentiger plays a show at Area 51 in Kirkhof on Oct 24 Open Mic Nights
sponsored by Spotlight Productions will be held in Area 51 as regular programming next semester. T

Allendale Campus, was chosen as
the venue for the Open Mic Nights
because of the “relaxed and intimate
environment” that allows performers
to easily interact with the audience,
Dembinski said.
For more information on the

event, or to register to perform at the
next Open Mic Night, visit Spotlight
Productions’ Web site at http://www»
gvsu.edu/studentlife/programming..'
estack@lanthorn.com

Civic Theatre to feature musical twist on Capra classic
Frank Capra-based
holiday play, ‘A
Wonderful Life, to come
to GR in musical form
’

By Dani Willcutt
GVL A&E Editor

Holiday-time cheer enters Grand
Rapids Friday evening as the curtain
goes up on “A Wonderful Life.”
At 7:30 p.m. the play will begin its
run at the Grand Rapids Civic Theatre.
The production will continue through
Dec. 20, with shows taking place every
Wednesday through Sunday.
For all of those who are fans of the
Frank Capra classic, “It’s a Wonderful
Life,” the musical should be a delightful
and timely treat, said Jennifer Prater of
the Grand Rapids Civic Theatre.
“If they like the movie, they will not
be disappointed,” Prater said. “All of
the characters are there.”
The film of the same name is
»•

I

commonplace in households throughout characters enjoy a happy ending.
the country. Starring Jimmy Stewart, the
Hence the saying, “Every time a bell
film takes viewers on a journey through rings, an angel gets his wings,” Prater
added.
the tumult of George Bailey.
“It’s an inspirational
While explaining
musical,” Prater said,
the
difference
“If they like the
continuing
with
a
between the play
movie, they will not
synopsis of the play for
version
and
film
those who may not be
version. Prater also
be disappointed. All
familiar with the film.
explained the origin
of the characters
“A Wonderful Life"
of Capra's film.
tells the story of George
Unbeknownst to
are there. It's an
Bailey, a man who
many, Capra's film
inspirational musical.”
spends his life helping
was actually based on
others. Bailey realizes
a short story entitled.
he has spent so much
“The Greatest Gift”
JENNIFER PRATER
of his time helping
by Philip van Doren
GRAND RAPIDS CIVIC THEATRE
others, that his own
Stem. The 4.000 word
story was written in
goals have not been
reached. Feeling down
the ‘30s. Van Doren
and depressed, Bailey does not know Stem spent much of the ‘40s pushing
his book to a number of publishers with
what to do with his life. Prater said.
In hopes of saving Bailey, Clarence, no luck.
Much to the chagrin of the story’s
his guardian angel, goes to show Bailey
the positive affect he has had on the lives author, there was not a publishing
of all of those he has helped. In the end, company who cared to take the story.
Clarence receives his wings, and both Feeling defeated, van Doren Stem turned

I

his story into a Christmas card, which he
sent to his friends and family. Through
this, the story fell into the hands of the
producers of “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
And the rest is history. Prater said.
Last year’s holiday production was
also a musical classic, but “The Sound
of Music” does not hold a candle to this
year’s elaborate “A Wonderful Life."
Prater added.
Executive director Bmce Tinker has
been bubbling about this year’s holiday
performance. T he production has fallen
together very well, with a quality cast
and stellar scenery. Tinker said.
Another great aspect of this theater
experience. Prater said, is, “the Civic
Theatre offers quality entertainment for
those on a budget.”
In the sort of economy we are
experiencing, a family cannot beat
the entertainment to be offered by “A
Wonderful Life," or the price. Prater
said.
Furthermore, the Civic Theatre has a
newly-renovated stage, including a new
floor and state of the art sound system.

Prater added.
“Everyone is building up energy in',
the office (for opening night),” Prater I;
said.
li
For more information on the Civic
Theatre or “A Wonderful Life,” visit;
http://www.grct .org.
arts® lanthorn .unit •

Courtesy Photo / Jennifer Prater

Seasonal classic: "A Wonderful Life" is a
musical based on the Frank Capra film "It's a «^
Wonderful Life" The show is at the Civic Theatre

r
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'Shoots and Ladders' prepares students for art world
Graduating senior photography majors showcase
thesis work in three-week exhibit on campus
said.
Like her fellow students. Hoover
said the event is not only the final
■ * Grand Valley State University hurrah before graduation but is also a
photography students will climb the gatew ay into learning how to showcase
rungs to success today during the their work in the future.
opening reception for their “Shoots
“This event is a way to prepare
and Ladders” exhibit.
students for future exhibits and also for
The event, featured from 5 to 7 anything their future holds for them,”
p.m., will be held in the Fine Art Hoover added.
Gallery Room 1121 in the Performing
And this is an experience most
Arts Center.
college students do not get. said
During the three-week exhibit, Danielle Elliot, whose project “Painting
which began Monday and will run in Movement,” is also featured in the
through Dec.6,graduating photography show.
students at GVSU will showcase their
Elliot said she was informed that
thesis works in the r
most colleges in the
gallery.
surrounding area do
“This event is a
Together, about 20
not have programs
way to prepare
students have each
like the Senior Thesis
chosen an individual
Project class GVSU
students for future
theme for their selected
offers.
exhibits and also
works to showcase.
“This class has
*, The event is part
for anything their
really prepared us,”
of a final project for a
she said. “It has taught
future holds for
Senior Thesis/Project
us how to approach
class,
Photography
them.”
galleries, how to get
498, taught by Victoria
our work into galleries
Veenstra,
assistant
and how to be a
CHELSEA HOOVER
professor of the School
photographer outside
GVSU SENIOR
of Communications.
in the real world.”
; In the class, students L
Although
the
leam how to prepare for the real world class has received much praise by the
after graduation and for photography students as a whole, the excitement,
outside of the classroom, said senior said Cacia Thompson — whose work
Chelsea Hoover. Her project, “Colors,” features high dynamic range processes
is featured in the exhibit.
— comes from the opportunity for
“We have learned a lot of things this students to display their individuality
semester like how to do resumes and through the exhibit.
frames, but mostly we have leaned a
"It is exciting just to see the different
lot about real life experiences,” Hoover messages people have and the different

By Liz Reyna

*1

GVL Staff Writer

GVL / Pete Tabberer
Senior show:

Sophomore Carol Dalrymple checks out the senior photography thesis exhibit in the Fine Arts Gallery in the PAC on Wednesday.

dynamics of the works,” Thompson
said.
And in showcasing these different
dynamics, the GVSU community
can learn a lot, said Katie Hamilton,
w hose project “Sensations of Color” is
featured in the show,
“We really need more events like
these to help bring awareness about the

art demographic and to be able to show
off our skills,” Hamilton said.
And in doing so, GVSU can
celebrate the diversity of art, said
Malin Towne, another senior featured
in the show.
“We all have different messages and
we are just trying to show that through
our different perspectives,” Towne

said.
The Fine Arts Gallery and the
“Shoots and Ladders” exhibit will be
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.
For more information visit http://www.
gvsu.edu/artgallery.
Ireyna @ lanthorn .com

Jonathan Nichol on sax
Award-winning music professor Jonathan Nichol performed
a variety of musical styles on the saxophone Tuesday night
for the listening pleasure of the Grand Valley State
University community. The evening's program included an
assortment of jazz and classical pieces such as French
composer Alfred Desenclos' “Prelude, Cadence et Finale"
and American composers Morton Subotnick’s “In Two
Worlds*' and William BolcorrTs “Lilith.”
GVL / Kim Miller

Weekend diversions
Friday
• “Vinegar Tom” at
7:30 p.m. in the
Louis Armstrong
Theatre. Also
shows 7:30 p.m. on
Saturday.
• Beethoven's Ninth
“Ode to Joy”: Grand
Rapids Symphony’s
Classical Series at
8 p.m. at the DeVos
Performance Hall.
Also shows Saturday
night at 8 p.m.

Sunday
• The Free Downtown
Grand Rapids
Thanksgiving Feast/
Potluck at 5 p.m. at the
Deltaplex.
• Cobra Starship with
Forever the Sickest
Kids, Hit the Lights
and Sing it Ix>ud
at 6:30 p.m. at the
Intersection.
• Bandorama at
8 p.m. in the Louis
Armstrong Theatre.

Saturday
• Pause-Cafe: Used
• ^ French book/media
sale from 2 to 4 p.m.
in the Cook-DeWitt
Center.
• Revolution at Campus
Poetry Slam at 6:30
p.m. in Area 51.
• Rise Against with
Alkaline Trio. Thrice
and Gaslight Anthem
6:30 p.m. at the Orbit
Room.

New to box office:
• “Bolt”
• ‘Twilight”
• “Special”

Royal Vista
Last week's box office:
• “Quantum of Solace”
• “Madagascar: Escape
2 Africa”
• “Role Models”
• “High School Musical
3: Senior Year”
• “Changeling”
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• Immediate freeway access
• Washcr/Dryer and Garage included
• Flexible 6.9.12 month leases
•Select units only
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garage included
• Conveniently located within 7 miles
of Allendale Campus
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Announcements

Housing

Services

Turn off the lights, put the com
puter on sleep mode, buy En
ergy Star appliances. Do your
part to use less energy. Watch
for Facility Service’s tips in the
Lanthorn. Helping Grand Valley
save on energy costs.

Room in Conifer Creek townhouse for rent. Private bath
room, garage, $370/mo. Start
now or winter semester through
May
”09.
Call Jeff @
989.503.0612

America’s #1 sandwich delivery.
America’s sandwich delivery ex
perts! Over 20 locations in the
Grand Rapids-Kalamazoo area.
Visit jimmyjohns.com for the lo
cations nearest you!

Nominate deserving students
for "I am Grand Valley”! Please
visit www.gvsu.edu/iamgv for
more information about the "I
am Grand Valley” campaign and
to complete the nomination
form. Nominations will be ac
cepted until November 24.
Please direct any questions to
iamgv@gvsu.edu.
Need to make an important an
nouncement? The Lanthorn can
help you spread the word!
331-2460.

Congratulations Graduates!
Carrabba’s will be opening early
for your convenience on De
cember 6th. Reservations will
be accepted between 12:00
and 4:00. Normal call ahead
seating will apply after 4:00.
Grandville 261-3020.
Visit www.gvsufood.com to
check on your Campus Dining
meal plan, see hours and
menus for on-campus restau
rants, as well as view nutrition
facts.

3 story town home with garage
and 2 extra parking spaces
3 bedroom (big in size)
3 1/2 baths, connected to bed
rooms.
Kitchen with all appliances
(dishwasher too!)
Big living room
Garbage, Internet, and cable in
cluded in rent.
Just off campus grounds
(Grand Vally State University)
Bus stop inside apartment com
munity.
Access to weight room,recrea
tion rooms,and basketball
court.
Need to move soon! Possibly
(hoping to) hand lease over.
Total Rent $1230. $410 per per
son based on 3 people
Please contact through e-mail.
sellsl@student.gvsu.edu

Trying to serve Grand Valley
and the neighboring commu
nity? Let the Lanthorn serve you
by placing your ad! 331 -2460.

CD/DVD Exchange on Alpine
Ave. & 28th Street buys and
sells games, textbooks, CDs,
DVDs, and collectibles. Visit
their website at
changes.com

Getting married? Know some
one who is? Check out Life "s
Gallery Photography, LLC. Can
did photo journalism at afford
able
prices!
Go
to
www.lifes-gallery.com for more
information. Mention this listing
and save 20% on any package.

College is tough. Getting a stu
dent loan shouldn’t be.
NuUnion is here to help. Call
888-267-7200
or
visit
NuUnion.org to learn more
about financial solutions for the
college student.

Arbor Heights Townhomes in
Hudsonville. $670-$805. Call to
day! 616-457-3450.

Whether you’re selling, leasing
or sub-letting your home, let the
Lanthorn help! Give us a call at
331-2460 and let people know
what deals you have to offer!

Lakeshore Pregnancy Center of
Allendale. Free pregnancy test
ing and peer counseling. On
Lake Michigan Drive next to
Speedway. 616-895-1893.

Opportunities
Want people to take advantage
of the opportunities you have to
offer? Place an ad and reach
thousands! Call the Lanthorn at
331-2460 for more information.

Quiet with quality. Royal Vista
Apartments and Townhomes in
Walker. $655-$1075. Great spe
cials! Call today! 616-453-9999.

Want to do some free advertis
ing? Students and staff can
submit classifieds online at
www.lanthorn.com.

Walker/Standale - 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, garage, rec.
room, $875 a month plus utili
ties.
Now
Available.
616-291-7950. ForRentMi.com

Make some noise! Boost your
GPA! We're talking about your
graduation plan of attack. Air
Force Reserve. Check us out on

the

web

The Boutique at Little Bohemia
featuring Men’s and Women’s
shoes and clothing. Mention ad
and get 15% off purchase. For
more
information
call
616-454-2323.

Entertainment

Need help? Find it by running
an ad in the Lanthorn! Call
331-2460 to get started today.

Montes. Never Cover for Ladies
or With College I.D.! Look on
our website for upcoming
events and specials. 438 Bridge
St. 21+Permitted 616-774-5969
myspace.com/monteslounge

at

AFReserve.com/TalkToUs.

Birthdays
Happy 19th Birthday Mike!!!
Love, friends at North A.

What better way to show your
friends that you care about
them on their birthday than
wishing them a happy birthday
through us? Let the Lanthorn
know about your friends’ birth
days and we will advertise a
message to make this birthday
one
they
won’t
forget.
331-2460.

The Village at 48West. Now
leasing for fall 2009! Come into
the leasing office now to see
how you’ll fit in at 48West!
616-895-2400
or
www.48west.com for more info.

Have an upcoming event you
want to publicize? Submit your
event to our free entertainment
calendar online at www.lanthorn.com.

Roommates
Come and experience one of
Poland’s traditions- Andrzejki!
Fortune telling, music, food, and
fun awaits you tonight, Novem
ber 20th, in Kirkhof Room 2204
from 6:30-8 PM.

Looking for a new roommate?
Placing an ad in the Lanthorn is
a great way to reach students
who need a place to live. Call
331-2460 to set up your ad!
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ACROSS
1 River
structure
4 Hackman or
Rayburn
8 Got a
glimpse of
12 Sapporo
sash
13 Finished
14 Give a
makeover to
15 BBQ wood
17 Use a
teaspoon
18 Wrap, as a
flag
19 Clergy
counterpart
20 Homeric
narrative
22 Hearts, for
one
24 Make aspic
25 Creta-ceous
or Jurassic
29 Time
of your life?
30 Refuge
31 Popular card
game
32 Answer-ing
machine’s
info
34 Impale
35 Doppelganger
t36 “Oh, God”
star
37 Trembled
40 Kansas city
41 Frau’s mate
42 Crazy (Var.)

6 Trawler need
7 Prior to
8 Poor
substitute
9 Bigfoot’s
cousin
10 Tend texts
11 Hunky----16 Campus area
19 Narnia’s
Aslan, e.g.
DOWN
20 Shiite leader
1 Comic
21 Theater box
DeLuise
22 Early evening
2 Honest
politician
23 Works with
25 Creche trio
3 Puts in the
wrong folder 26 Not just
peeved
4 Pumpkin or
cucumber
27 — instant
5 Satan’s field 28 Corn eaters’

46 Incite
47 Neighbor of
Sask.
48 Conclu-sion
49 Santa’s
sackful
50 Satiate
51 Pair on
stage

30
33
34
36
37
38
39
40
42
43
44
45

castoffs
War
monger
Mall
units
Enterprise
officer
Heidi of TV’s
“Hotel”
Close
Medal earner
Rampant
revelry
Ratio phrase
PC
alternative
Right angle
Wilde-beest
Tokyo, once

© 2(K>8 King Features Synd., Inc.

See Answers on B6
Wanted

Employment

Miscellaneous

Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/Day. No Experience nec
essary. Training provided. Age
18+ Okay. Call 1-800-965-6520.
ext. 226.

Hiring? Get in touch with thou
sands of people who may be
looking for work! Contact the
Lanthorn at 331-2460.

Looking for up-to-date news
and events? Look no further!
Come check us out on the web
at www.lanthorn.com. If your
student organization has some
thing to say, post it with us! We
keep you informed. For contact
information feel free to e-mail
lanthorn@gvsu.edu or call
616-331-2460.

Lost & Found
GVSU Student work. Customer
sales/service.
Base
pay
per/appt.
$14.25.
616-241-6303.

Missing car keys? Found class
notes or a student ID? Advertise
with us at 331-2460 and let the
Lanthorn help you find what
you're missing.
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Lakeshore Pregnancy Center
of Allendale
4623 Lake Michigan Dr.
Allendale, MI 49401
(next to Speedway)
-

t .?**

Offering Free:

Copper deech
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331-2460

Calls taken Monday Friday, 9 5

King Crossword

616 895-1893
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616.895.2900
>»'
i

Allendale Campus

tour!

Stop in and

■

$5.°° per week up to 20 words,
Each additional word 25(.

0051 KIRKHOF

„ Lakeshore
Pregnancy
Center
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STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS:

s

Pregnancy 'Testing, Peer Counseling, Pre-Natal
Parenting
Classes, Abortion Information and Community Referrals
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Dave and Doogie by Jeremy Leiter

GRAND VALLEY LANTlI&RN

Strange, but true
THIBODAUX. La. (AP) It’s no 90210. but residents of a
small, rural community in southern
Louisiana are just happy to have
any five-digit ZIP axle.
For four decades, folks in Larose
have had to go to neighboring
towns' post offices to retrieve their
mail. Beginning Saturday, the
7000 or so who live in the town
can start using 70373 and should
soon receive letters, packages and
fliers in their roadside mailboxes
for the first time.
“This will make it easier. You
don’t have to worry about two
addresses, it will be a Larose
address,” said Christine Hohensee,
a resident for43 years. “1 like it. It’s
time. The older people probably
aren’t going to care for it. but times
change”
Residents petitioned tor years
to bring a rural route to the area,
bat the switch wasn’t made until a
recent survey showed widespread
support, said Daisy Comeaux,
spokeswoman for the U.S. Postal
Service.
COLORADO
SPRINGS,
Colo. (AP) - It’s a true season
of change: The Salvation Army
is experimenting with a plastic
alternative for folks who don’t
have cash to throw in a holiday red
kettle.
This season, five bell-ringers in

El Paso County, Colo., will be the
first to accept debit and credit cards
along with spare change and bills.
Salvation Army officials say the
kettle tradition needs to be tweaked
as consumers increasingly carry
only plastic.
Bell ringers arc giving the credit
card-kettles mixed reviews. But
some shoppers who saw the new
kettles liked them, saying they’ve
walked past kettles in the past and
wanted to donate but had no cash.
ATTLEBORO, Mass. (AP) A 74-year-old blind woman was
shocked when her daughter found
a letter from the city saying a lien
would be placed on her home unless
she paid an overdue water bill.
The amount? 1 cent.
Eileen Wilbur told The Sun
Chronicle of Attleboro the letter
sent her blood pressure soaring,
and pointed out that stamps ax>t 42
cents.
City
Collector
Debora
Marcoccio said the letter was
among 2,(XX) sent out. A computer
automatically prints letters for
accounts with an overdue balance,
and they are not reviewed by staff
before being mailed, she said.
The letter warned of a lien and
a $48 penalty if the overdue bill is
not paid by Dec. 10. The chaige
was from the previous fiscal year,
which ran from July 2007 to July

2008.
“My question is, how come it
wasn’t paid when the (original)
bills went out?" Marcoccio said.
Wilbur’s
daughter.
Rose
Brederson, who discovered the
bill in her mother’s mail, called the
situation “ridiculous.”
But she said her mother, who
has lived in the home since 1959,
would likely end up paying the
penny.
GLEN CARBON. III. (AP) It took some fancy footwork, but
a Goodwill store in Illinois has
found the owner of $7,500 in cash
mistakenly donated with old shoes.
A newcomer to the United States
from Bulgaria found the money
this month on her first day at the
Goodwill store in Glen Carbon.
Teodora Petrova turned over the
money to management.
The cash was found in a shoebox,
bundled in large denominations.
Goodwill found the family
through hints on scraps of paper left
in the box. The donor apparently
also called the Goodwill office,
figuring he was the source of the
cash.
The shoes belonged to the
man’s recently deceased parents.
The store said he didn't want to be
identified.
The family has offered Petrova
a gift for turning over the money.
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uplex Community
5386 PIERCE ST ALLENDALE

FEATURES:

LAKE MICHIGAN DR.

GVSU
AUENOAtE CAMPUS

i> ERU
MYSTIC
WOODS

Spacious Rooms
4 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms
All Appliances Included

• Carports
• Private Community
• Energy Efficient

12 Month Lease Available. Call for details.

CALL 616

OR GO TO: www.mysticwoodscommunity.com

